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 “GETTING PARSONAL”  
Rev. William D. Ingraham 

 
I have long been fascinated by the varying rate that we can perceive that time is passing. There 

are moments when it passes very quickly – perhaps an evening you’re enjoying with beloved family 
members or closest friends. Remember the times when good food, engaged conversation and laughter 
enveloped you for an evening? Seemingly, at one moment you’re gathering with your friends, sitting 
down to the table together. The next thing you know, the whole evening has passed and you’re hugging 
one another goodnight as you prepare to return home. (How I miss those days!) 

 
But time also can seem to drag on endlessly. I recall many a tedious moment when I wished 

time would move more rapidly: enduring a particularly dull lecture in school, witnessing a truly terrible 
play, or even attending a sporting event where my team was losing very badly. But one of my biggest 
examples of this was sitting in the waiting room with my father and sister as my mother underwent 
emergency heart surgery. We knew ahead of time how many hours it was supposed to take, yet still, 
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from the moment we left her beforehand until the moment the doctor came to give us the results, time 
seemed to hang around us like a still, dense fog that refused to burn off for lack of sunshine. 

 
Though it can seem to pass with varying speeds during our different tasks or experiences, we 

know that time is a dependable constant. The length of a second, a minute, an hour or a day remains 
precisely the same across our lifetimes even as our perception of their passing does not. Each morning 
will transition to afternoon, which will shift toward evening and eventually fade into night. This week 
soon will be behind us, with the next week laid out before us. Summer will transition to autumn, leading 
to winter, then spring, and finally, summer again. Yet all we’ll ever experience, of any of these things, 
will be one day, one hour, one moment at a time. We live now, in the present, no matter how much we 
long for the future or cling to the past. 

 
As the hours of daylight dwindle and winter’s cold approaches (though I write this column on an 

unseasonably warm day), I have been a bit concerned for how slowly time will seem to pass this winter. 
When the frigid weather would normally move social activities indoors, we who live in northern 
Massachusetts will find social activities even more uncomfortably curtailed. The things that have given 
us respite from isolation are becoming decreasingly available – eating at a restaurant outside, socially 
distant gatherings with friends or family on the lawn, etc. Most people I know are preparing themselves 
for a long winter uncomfortably tinged with isolation and distance. 

  
I find comfort in the theological premise of the already and the not yet. It is effectively deployed 

by the Apostle Paul, who tells us that eternal life already is ours, even though we are not yet through 
with our frail existence here on earth.  Likewise, in the Gospels, Christ proclaims that the Kingdom of 
God, the Heavenly realm, is at hand. That is to say, the realm of heaven has drawn near. It already is 
accomplished in Christ’s life and work, yet it is not yet established for all to know.  

 
Our lives have always been lived in a liminal space – that is, both in the present moment and in 

eternity, in this world and in God’s world to come, in the midst of our all-too-brief mortal life and 
throughout all eternity, too. This gives me heart in the midst of the pandemic. At present, we are living 
through difficult days. All indicators are that things will get worse before they get better, as infections 
and hospitalizations are on the rise. Yet… yet… we also now know that the end, no matter how distant, 
is in sight. Several vaccines are nearing deployment. Over the coming months, we will start to see first 
front-line workers, then those most vulnerable, and finally the general population start to be vaccinated. 
As the months progress, more and more of us will receive the vaccine, and life will begin to return to 
normal. Through the difficulty and darkness of the present moment, we can see hope for a brighter 
future. It’s only a matter of time. 

 
Our faith reminds us that God holds us through the present moment, no matter how long or 

short, easy or difficult, light or dark, we may perceive it to be. God gives us reason to be grateful and 
hopeful each and every moment of our lives. Together, by faith, we will find our way through the present 
as we live toward God’s yet unrevealed future. And through it all, we will rest assured, enveloped in 
boundless love and endless compassion – the promises of God, made known to us through Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. 

 
Hang in there!  We are getting through this. And we have more reasons to be grateful and hopeful 

than we can even imagine! 

 
 Faithfully yours, 

                               ~Bill 
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Sunday Worship on Facebook Live & YouTube 
and Virtual Gatherings, via Zoom, 

during this time of social distancing. 

 
Sunday Morning Worship 

 

On Sunday mornings, starting at 10:00 AM, our weekly worship service can be 
seen on Facebook Live (www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen) and our YouTube 
channel (www.youtube.com/channel/UCfLSjhXs9UG8yC89aB8evrA).  The service will 
also be available for viewing later on either service.  An Order of Worship will be emailed 
out each Friday before the service. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Fellowship Time after Sunday Worship 
 

 Fellowship Time will be held on Sunday mornings, starting at 11:15 AM, over Zoom, 
following the worship service above.  A Zoom link will be provided via the Friday email to 
access this weekly gathering.  

. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Morning Coffee on Wednesday 
 

On Wednesday, December 2nd, from 8:00 – 9:00 AM, join Pastor Bill and brew your 
own coffee or tea, grab a glass of orange juice or chocolate milk, for friendly fellowship 
and conversation.  You can even eat your breakfast with us if you like!  A Zoom link will 
be provided via a Tuesday email blast to access this gathering.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Monthly Evening Happy Hour with Bill 
 

There will be NO Happy Hour in December.  We will let you know when we will resume 
this evening fellowship time next year. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Zoom Viewing 
 

To see everyone present, using Zoom video, you’ll want to use a computer or tablet. 
Your screen will fill with a grid of everyone there (make sure to press the grid box). It’s like 
looking at the old “Hollywood Squares” TV show, only populated by your friends and loved 

ones!  If you use your smart phone, you can swipe though different screens to see everyone. And if 
you call from a landline phone, you will only be able to hear the conversation. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfLSjhXs9UG8yC89aB8evrA
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Prayer List Requests 
 

We are going to start printing the Prayer List to be sent out with the Sunday 
“Order of Worship” bulletin on Fridays.  To have someone included on the bulletin prayer 
list, please let Roberta, in the Church Office, know at 978-687-1240 or 
firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com.  No request is too big or too small!   Thank you. 

 
If you, or someone you know, is in need of a pastoral visit, please contact Rev. Ingraham at 

pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
IN CASE OF SNOW... 

 
As we enter the snow season, please be advised that on weekdays, if school is 

cancelled, the church office will not be open.  If a blizzard is predicted for a given 
Sunday, if there are any changes to the time of worship, or worship is cancelled, please 
check our church web page, www.firstchurchmethuen.com and Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/firstchurchmethuen).      

 

Changes to worship will also be noted on Channel WBZ-TV (Channel 4), WBZ 
NewsRadio 1030, WCVB (Channel 5), www.TheBostonChannel.com, WHDH (Channel 7) or The 
CW (Channel 56) for cancellation notifications.   

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 

Calendar Updates? 
 

Please help keep the church calendar current.  Be sure to let Roberta know of 
any and all items that should go on the Church calendar. This is the only way the 
calendar can be kept current and up-to-date.  Roberta can be reached at 978-687-
1240 or firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com.     

 
Thank you for your continued cooperation. 

 
 

mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/
http://www.facebook.com/firstchurchmethuen
http://www.thebostonchannel.com/
mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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Rejoice and Come Home… 
 

Advent & Christmas 2020  

First Church Congregational 
Methuen, MA 

 

Sunday, November 29th: 
 10:00 AM – Worship – 1st Sunday of Advent  
 

Sunday, December 6th: 
10:00 AM – Worship – 2nd Sunday of Advent ~ Communion Sunday 

 

Sunday, December 13th: 
 10:00 AM – Worship – 3rd Sunday of Advent  

 

Sunday, December 20th: 
 10:00 AM – Worship – 4th Sunday of Advent  

 

Thursday, December 24th: 
 7:00 PM – Christmas Eve Service 

   

Friday, December 25th: 

Merry Christmas to All! 
 

 

 

 

All our worship services can be seen on Facebook Live 
(www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen) and our YouTube channel 
(www.youtube.com/channel/UCfLSjhXs9UG8yC89aB8evrA).   

 
The Worship services will also be available for viewing later, on 

either platform. 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfLSjhXs9UG8yC89aB8evrA
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2020 CHRISTMAS GIVING 
 

If you wish to make a Christmas donation or poinsettia order, please use this form and return it 
to the church office by Sunday, December 13th.  Please note: All donations received before this 
deadline will be listed in the “Christmas Giving Booklet”.  Thank You. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Poinsettia Plant for Altar       
 

 7” pot, single plant at $15.00; how many? ________; total $________* 

 

 7” pot, double plant at $20.00; how many? ________; total $________* 
 

Please print when completing 

 

In Loving Memory of   
 

In Celebration/Honor of   
(circle choice) 

Given by    
 
 

*After the Christmas Eve service, all plants will be delivered to 
a homebound member or friend of the church 

                                                    

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Donation 
 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE   OPERATING EXPENSE         

ORGAN RESTORATION   OUTREACH         

REACH TEAM     OTHER                                    

Please print when completing 

Given in Loving Memory of    

In Celebration/Honor of   
(circle choice) 

Given by   

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Please make checks payable to:  First Church Congregational 
 

Thank you! 
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 
 

Thanksgiving Dinners 
 With a goal of donating 200 meal boxes for NIN Thanksgiving Dinners, our First Church family, 
their family and friends donated 270 meal boxes.  In this pandemic year where many families faced 
various challenges, Scott & Carol Sanborn and the Kelly family, friends of the Valcourt family, contacted 
family and friends through social media and other means to have sufficient funds donated that the 
Sanborn’s were able to donate 85 meal boxes and the Kelly’s, 40 meal boxes.  Because of these social 
media contacts, this year we had a broader base of support. Whether someone donated one or more 
meal boxes, they provided a Thanksgiving meal for approximately 300 families. 
 
 Because of the pandemic, some people were not able to shop, but everyone gave generously.  
We received $3,345.00 toward the purchase of turkeys and pies. This amount was well over 
$1,400.00 more than we had donated last year. Our total 2020 expense for turkeys and pies was 
$2,973.59.  The amount we have left will go to the Turkey Basket Fund for next year.  We donated pies 
to both the Methuen Police and Fire Departments in thanks and appreciation for their service during 
the pandemic. 
 

Gifts to the Manger 
 This year’s Gifts to the Manger will be a little different.  Our gifts will be delivered to Methuen 
Arlington Neighborhood (MAN) Inc. who has about 150 children in their MAN program.  You are invited 
to bring your unwrapped gifts, for children between the ages of 8 to 12, to the church parking lot 
and place them on the tables set out by the back door of the Parish Hall on the dates and times listed 
in the article about Gifts to the Manger in this issue of the Beacon.  Volunteers will be there to receive 
them. These gifts will be delivered to MAN on December 10th. 
 

 Another way you can help this year is by adopting a child or a parent of one of these children.  
Contact Lori Bennett as mrsweb3@gmail.com and she will send you the name of a child or parent and 
their wish list.  Please purchase the items on the list, wrap them, or put them in a Christmas bag, and 
drop them off at the church on the same times and dates as the Gifts to the Manger.  All gifts will be 
delivered on December 10th.  If you would like someone to shop for you, call Lori or Cindy Bateson and 
they will shop for you. 
 

The Mitten Tree 
 The Annual Mitten Tree has long been a popular part of our Christmas celebration at First Church 
and is a joint effort between the Outreach Ministry Team and the Chapel School.  This pandemic year 
a Christmas tree will be placed in the crossroads outside the Church Office where the Chapel Children 
will enjoy watching it be decorated by the mittens, hats and scarves you donate. Please see the 
December Beacon article about the Mitten Tree for dates and times to bring your donations. This year’s 
gifts will be donated to the Methuen Public Schools’ Family Resource Center at 10 Ditson Place, 
Methuen. 
 

NIN Tuesday Evening Food Pantry  
 On Tuesday, November 17 the NIN Food Pantry served a high of 391 families. This was 50 
more families than the previous week.  Since NIN is not always able to supply us with all the food we 
need to serve these families, we need and depend on the food donations provided by others.  For 
example, in November the 210 residents of Park Gardens, located on 10-12 Burnham Road in Methuen, 
held a very successful food drive which they donated to our NIN Tuesday Evening Food Pantry. 

mailto:mrsweb3@gmail.com
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Gifts to the Manger 
 

This year’s Gifts to the Manger will be a little different. Our gifts will be delivered to Methuen 
Arlington Neighborhood (MAN) Inc. and they will be given to about 150 children in the MAN program.  

 
You may bring your unwrapped gift, for children between the ages of 8 and 12, to the church on: 

• Saturday, November 21st, from 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM 

• Sunday, November 22nd, from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM 

• Wednesday, December 2nd, 2:30 to 4:00 PM 

• Saturday, December 5th, from 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM 

• Wednesday, December 9th, from 2:30 to 4:00 PM 
 

They also accept wrapping paper, ribbon, bows, and tape. 

Whatever you can help with will be appreciated. 

 
The gifts, and other items, will be delivered on December 10th.  Thank-you in advance for your 

donations. These kids are wonderful children and really appreciate what they receive. 

 

 
 

Adopt a Child or Parent 
 

Another way you can help this year is by adopting a child or a parent of one of these children. 
Contact me at mrsweb3@gmail.com and I will send you a child or parent name and their wish list.  You 
would purchase items on the list, wrap them, or put them in a Christmas bag, and drop it off at the 
church on the dates listed above.  
 

All gifts will be delivered on December 10th.  If you would like someone to shop for you, let me 
know and Cindy Bateson or I will shop for you.                         
 
Blessings,  

Lori Bennett  

 

 

 

  

mailto:mrsweb3@gmail.com
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The Annual Mitten Tree 
 
The Annual Mitten Tree has long been a popular part of our Christmas celebration at First Church 

and is a joint effort between the Outreach Ministry Team and the Chapel School.  
  
Our Mitten Tree will still be placed in the crossroads this year, 

waiting to be filled with mittens, hats and scarves. The children at Chapel 
School will see it every day! 

 
But this year will be a little different.  Although you cannot come 

in the building during school hours, you can bring your donations to the 
parking lot door, Monday through Friday, from 9:00 AM – 1:30 PM.  Ring 
the bell and we will meet you at the door.  Donations can also be brought 
during the food pantry drop-off times: Wednesdays from 2:30 – 4:00 pm 
and Saturdays from 10:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

  
All donations of hats, scarves and mittens  will be given to the 

Methuen Public Schools Family Resource Center to be distributed to 
those in need of warm accessories.   

  
We will post pictures, as the tree fills up, on the Chapel School and First Church Facebook 

pages.  We look forward to a tree covered with colorful and warm decorations.  
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 
Original Artwork by Emily Jurovich 
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 

 

We have almost made it into the end of this incredibly hard and cruel year.  Too much suffering 
for too many people.  Our hearts are with those in our community who are struggling with loneliness, 
food insecurity, unemployment, and searching for ways to help their children.  In spite of all that, it is 
important to look around and find things to celebrate, even if it is only very small victories.  So, let us 
give thanks and look forward to the new year with hope. 

 
Bible Verse for December is from Proverbs 16:24, Kind words are like honey, sweet to the soul 

and healthy to the body. 
 

 A book to consider for this month is one that may help carry you through next year 
is “The One Year Daily Acts of Kindness Devotional”, by Julie Fisk, Kendra Roehl and 
Kristin Demery.  Each day of the year has an entry that includes a bible verse, a kindness 
anecdote, and a recommended kindness action.  In the introduction, it states “Jesus’ 
command to love God and love others is impossible without kindness.  Kindness teaches 
humility, is the antithesis of selfishness and pride, and leads to matchless grace.” 

 
The following is an anecdote of an act of kindness from our own congregation. It is a 

heartwarming story, perfect for the season.  
 
“I recently had the chance to observe an extraordinary act of kindness on the part of a long-time 

family friend who had requested a visit from my father and another high school friend.  My father and 
this other friend had a falling out several years ago and had avoided spending time together.  I believe 
that Nick, who was on hospice care, asked his friends to come together in order to see him one last 
time, but also to resolve their differences for his sake as well as theirs.  Nick was the embodiment of 
kindness his whole life, and even in his last days, he reached out to mend the discord between his two 
best friends.  He passed away a week later.” 

 
This story was submitted via RAKatFCC@comcast.net.   
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:RAKatFCC@comcast.net
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From the Outreach Ministry Team  
 

 

Random Acts of Kindness for our Youth 
 

During the next year, we have a fun project planned for all of you. It is very simple. We would 
like you all to spread a little bit of kindness. Each month for the following year, we will include some 
ideas to help us all focus on being kind and spreading Random Acts of Kindness or RAK. This will 
become a monthly Beacon article, and hopefully include kindness stories offered by our congregants.   

 
For the youth, we will begin with our focus on the book “Kindness Rocks”, by Sonica Ellis . If 

you cannot get the book, please let us know and we will make sure you have it.  Parents, “Kindness 
Rocks” is a great book to get for the kids, so is “Train Your Dragon to Be Kind”, by Steve Herman and 
“Kindness Starts With You - At School”, by Jacquelyn Stagg.   A new book for the month of December 
is “The Christmas Kindness Kids”, by  Elizabeth L Wrage. 

 
December is a time for giving to all the special people in your life. Here are some ideas that you 

might do to show you are glad to have all these people in your life during the month:     
                                                                                                                 

1. Say a special prayer for all those that you know that do not feel well.                                             

2. Write a note to your teacher.                                                 

3. Make a special card for someone for Christmas. 

4. Make a gift for someone special outside your family for Christmas. 

5. Do a chore at home or for a neighbor that needs to be done without being asked. 

6. Look for some rocks. Make a Kindness rock or two. You may paint it, or just write a word on 
it. Whatever you would like. Save it, as we will want it for our Rock Garden.  

 
Start small, we have lots more to share during the upcoming year. We would love you to share 

examples of your kind acts, pictures, videos, or other things you are doing. Please send them to 
RAKatFCC@comcast.net.  

 

                                               

mailto:RAKatFCC@comcast.net
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets year-round and always welcomes anyone who 
wishes to be part of this ministry.  Knitting or crocheting experience is not a prerequisite 
to becoming a member.  Come for the fellowship and someone will be glad to help you if 
needed. Please contact Anne Benedix or Carol Gray for more information.   

 
We invite you to join us on Zoom, Wednesdays from 1:30 - 3:30 PM. 

 
The Zoom link will be provided weekly to Prayer Shawl Ministry members.  If you 

would like to attend, please email the Church Office at firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com for 
the link. 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 
Original Artwork by Emily Jurovich 

mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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Walking Group for Fitness and Fellowship 
 

Tuesdays in December 
Please come join us as we walk together for fitness and fellowship at Raymond J. Martin Riverside 
Park along the Merrimack River in Methuen at 10:00 AM on Tuesday mornings in December.  We will 
continue to wear masks and maintain social distance.  We will meet at the park at 10:00 AM on 12/1, 
12/8, 12/15, 12/22 and 12/29. The park is located on Riverside Drive at the end of Burnham Rd.  All 
are welcome!   
 

             
 

Sunday Walk on the Methuen Rail Trail 
Let’s meet for a Sunday stroll!  Our next Sunday walk will be Sunday, December 13th at 12:00 PM.  
We will meet at the far end of the MSPCA parking lot, where we can access the Methuen Rail Trail.  
We will continue to wear masks and socially distance.   
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

HIKE FOR HOPE 
 

This year, Lazarus House held their annual Hike for Hope in October, although like 
most fundraisers this year they had to re-imagine it due to the pandemic.  There were 4 
different activities to participate in: 5k walk/run, jumping rope for 30 minutes, food drive and 
fundraising.  All of the activities were done virtually.  And since we couldn't gather and support 
each other, Lazarus House had apps that people could download onto their phones for some 
support and encouragement as they walked. 

 
The First Church team raised $1,171 for Lazarus House.  The money raised 

from this year's Hike for Hope Challenge will be used to renovate their soup kitchen 
and meet the increasing needs of their clients. 

 
Thank you to all of our walkers and sponsors.  We couldn't have done it without you!  If you 

would like to add to the team's total, it isn't too late.  You can got to: https://p2p.onecause.com/hikehope 
and add to the First Church Methuen team. 

 

 

https://p2p.onecause.com/hikehope
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Thank you to Park Gardens! 
 

 
 

In the spirit of giving and to support the Neighbors in Need (NIN) Tuesday 
Evening Food Pantry, the residents of Park Gardens responded to a suggestion by 
Judy Speight, their Activities Director, in an enthusiastic and awe-inspiring way as 
you can see from the photos.   

 
Park Gardens is located at 10-12 Burnham Road in Methuen and is home to 

210 residents.  NIN is truly grateful to the residents for their generosity, especially 
at this time of year and during the pandemic.  They certainly embody our mission: 
Seeking God, Caring for each Other, Improving our Community. 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

 
Take control of your money with Financial Peace University!  This nine-lesson virtual class uses 

biblical wisdom and common sense to help you tackle budgeting, pay off debt, and make your money 
work for you!  

You can sign up for this class and start your 14-day free trial of Financial Peace 
at fpu.com/1128088. Class starts Tuesday, January 12, 2021. Contact Scott Sanborn with any 
questions. 

http://fpu.com/1128088
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The Chapel School 
 

❖ Thanksgiving Dinners - Our annual Thanksgiving Dinner looked quite different this year.  

Instead of our traditional meal of turkey, mashed potatoes, corn, cranberry sauce and gravy, 

we opted for dinosaur chicken nuggets and Smiley fries.  It was different but tasty and very 

child friendly.   It was a quick and easy option especially for this year.  I’m not quite sure about 

eating chicken nuggets with lots of ketchup but the children loved it. 

 

❖ Festival of Trees is online virtually this year.  It is running Saturday, November 21st 

through Saturday, December 5th   Chapel did not decorate a tree this year.  It was too 

challenging to make ornaments and coordinate our efforts with trying to keep the classrooms 

separate this year.  Hope you will still go on the website to see the trees that did participate 

this year. 

 

❖ As part of the Festival of Trees, Greycourt State Park, here in Methuen, will be lit up this 

year for the first time. It will be a festive drive–thru event that everyone can enjoy from the 

safety of their own car.  Even Santa is joining in the fun!  This event at the park and the 

Tenney Castle ruins will be open Friday, November 27th thru Saturday, December 19th from 

5:30 to 8:30 PM.   Chapel is sponsoring a tree here!!!!  Hope you put this on your Holiday “To 

Do” List! 

 

❖ The Mitten Tree is accepting donations.  It is setup in the hallway here at First Church and 

the Chapel School.  The children get to see it every day!  All donations of hats, scarves and 

mittens  will be given to the Methuen Public Schools Resource Center to be distributed to 

those in need of warm accessories.  Thank You to everyone, from both Church and School, for 

your generosity.  It really makes a difference to those in need.   

 

❖ Reindeer Food will be going home this month with all the children in anticipation of 

Santa’s Visit on December 24th.  There will be plenty of glitter oatmeal to feed the 

reindeer and guide Santa to everyone’s houses.   

 

❖ Merry Christmas to everyone both Church and Chapel families and all the best for 

the New Year 2021!!! 

 

Cindy Mazella  

Director   
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 
 

Thanksgiving Dinners 
 
Our target was to collect 200 Thanksgiving Dinners.  We kind of exceeded our goal by 35% and 

collected enough food to make up 270 turkey meal boxes. We also received over $1,000 in cash 
donations over what we collected last year.  Fantastic job by all who helped us make this an extremely 
successful food drive.  This past Tuesday Evening November 17th, we provided a bag of food to 391 
families. A special thank you to the two teams of volunteers that have continued to volunteer throughout 
the COVID-19 Pandemic to provide food for those in need.  
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What’s the REACH Ministry? 

 

Do you know of someone facing surgery, recovering from surgery or 
living with a long-term illness?  Do you know someone who has recently lost 
their job or could use financial support?  Do you know someone who suffers 
from depression or is often down in the dumps around the holidays? 

 
Maybe this person is you? 
 

If so, we can help.  Our new REACH Ministry wants to make sure that members of our 
community have a place to turn for support in their time of need.  The term REACH stands for -- 
Reliable, Engaging, Able, Caring and Heartfelt support. 
 

Contact Judi Boyko or Pat King for more information. 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Need Financial Help? 
 

If you, or another member of First Church you know, is need of some temporary financial assistance, 
please contact Rev. Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240. 

 
Due to the generosity of Thomas Longworth, through his estate plan, 

there are some funds available for short term financial assistance of our members. 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
 

Would you like to make an electronic donation to the church? 
 

Use your smart phone or tablet by scanning this QR code! 
 

Or visit our website at www.firstchurchmethuen.com  
and click the “Ways to Donate” page. 

 
Thank you for your support. 

 

  

mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAY 
 

01 Mary Simonian   
02 Nathaniel Hodgkins 
03 Emily Carter 
05 Michelle Wright 
06 Neil Bateson, Susan Kerr 
12 James Clark, Jr., Bob Newton 
14 Jessica McGinn-Napier 
18 Susan Riedel 
19 Andrew Pavlenkov 
23 Maureen Wright 
26 Allan Barlow 

 
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAY 
    

04 Deborah MaueSprague  
06 Cathy Gable 
07 Ella Napier, Janet Towler 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARY 

 
12/9 Irene & Peter Maggio  Married 43 years 
 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARY 
    
1/6  Robert & Susan Newton Married 42 years 
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First Church Congregational 
 United Church of Christ 
 26 Pleasant Street 
 Methuen, MA 01844-3199 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

 


