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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
“GETTING PARSONAL” 

Rev. William D. Ingraham 
 
My mother was a voracious reader, and had a poet’s heart, both reading and writing poetry. She 

carried a notebook in her purse to capture ideas and phrases when they popped into her mind. She 
composed her annual Christmas letter in rhyming verse for many years, weaving together the story of 
the previous year for each of the four of us and our family as a whole. It took her days to get the flow 
of that poem just right, and she shared it with joy. That is, until the Ingraham family reunion where my 
cousin, the only family member with a PhD, said to my mother, “Billie, your Christmas letter is always 
such amusing doggerel.” Deeply offended, mother never again wrote a poetic Christmas letter. 

 
But nothing could discourage her love of poetry, or her appreciation of inspiring words. She 

would look for phrases that were appropriate to my sister’s life or to mine and share them with us. This 
was evidenced the Christmas following my second year in Detroit. I had taken up gardening that spring, 
planting a large vegetable garden on my own, and encouraging parishioners to join me in planting 
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flower gardens all around the church property. That Christmas, my mother gifted me with a little sign 
for my garden: 

Who plants a seed 

beneath the sod 

and waits to see 

believes in God. 

 

I gardened the rest of time I was in Detroit, and most of the years I lived in Ann Arbor, too. In 

Albuquerque I did not have a garden because I lived in the high desert. A garden didn’t make sense to 

me, ecologically speaking. But I did cultivate a lot of house plants inside. I continued with only house 

plants through my first few years in Methuen. It wasn’t until this year that I returned to gardening. My 

motivation was the Covid-19 pandemic. True, Pat Moss-Newbury was moving, looking for a new home 

for some of the abundance of plants she’d been tending for decades. I was so grateful to receive them! 

But had it not been for the pandemic, and its impact on the activities we can pursue (in other words, 

my being stuck at home!), I doubt I would have taken up the shovel and trowel again. 

 

On my knees this fall in the parsonage yard, sorting out roots and stones from the newly turned 

soil, mother’s gifted poem has run through my mind like an earworm (that is, like a song you can’t get 

out of your head). As I’ve mixed in compost and prepared the ground for ten dozen daffodils (won’t it 

be lovely this spring!), I’ve realized that my gardening has been more than an effort to occupy idle 

hands. It has also been an act of faith. This is especially true as I plant bulbs for the spring. Through 

the fall they will take root, only stopping when daylight grows shorter, the chill settles in and the ground 

freezes down to their dept. They’ll then go dormant, waiting out the frigid months until the sun begins 

its climb back to the north, with its promise of warmer days on the horizon and the coming of spring. 

 

 
 

It occurred to me that along with the daffodils, I’ve been planting little bundles of hope in 

promised joy. As I cover them with the dark soil I’ve labored to enrich, I rest in the assurance of brighter 

days ahead, no matter how long, how cold, how hard the winter is that is before us. Spring will come. 

And with it, beauty and joy, love and life. 

 

After six months, the Covid-19 global pandemic continues to weigh heavily. We long for the 

return to our normal lives, but instead learn to accommodate “the new normal.” It is far from what we 

want, and far from what our hearts and souls need. Yet it is what we have. Vaccines are months away 

from distribution. We’ve a long way to go. 
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Now is the right time for planting hopes and dreams in God’s promised future. We’ll nourish them 

with our prayers, even watering them with our tears. And as we dig, we build trust in God, assured of 

all the beauty and joy that divine love and compassion afford us. 

 

Through the coming days, when we peer out windows tinted by pandemic darkness, and all we 

can see is a barren ground of sadness, grief, worry or doubt, we can remind ourselves: just below the 

surface, well out of sight but right there before us, countless blessings are taking root. They lie in wait, 

ready to burst through the surface, making real the hope and joy we long have needed. 

 

Hope does not disappoint us. God never fails. We can trust that. 

 

As it turns out, I’ve got quite a lot of gardening still to do before this winter comes. I’ll not put 

away my shovel and trowel just yet. How about you? 

 

Faithfully yours, 
 
          ~Bill  
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Sunday Worship on Facebook Live & YouTube 
and Virtual Gatherings, via Zoom, 

during this time of social distancing. 

 
Sunday Morning Worship 

 
On Sunday mornings, starting at 10:00 AM, our weekly worship service can be 

seen on Facebook Live (www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen) and our YouTube 
channel (www.youtube.com/channel/UCfLSjhXs9UG8yC89aB8evrA).  The service will 
also be available for viewing later on either service.  An Order of Worship will be emailed 
out each Friday before the service. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Fellowship Time after Sunday Worship 
 

 Fellowship Time will be held on Sunday mornings, from 11:00 AM – 12:00 NOON, 
over Zoom, following the worship service above.  A Zoom link will be provided via the Friday 
email to access this weekly gathering.  

. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Morning Coffee on Wednesday 
 

On Wednesday, October 7th, from 8:00 – 9:00 AM, join Pastor Bill and brew your 
own coffee or tea, grab a glass of orange juice or chocolate milk, for friendly fellowship 
and conversation.  You can even eat your breakfast with us if you like!  A Zoom link will 
be provided via a Tuesday email blast to access this gathering.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Monthly Evening Happy Hour with Bill 
 

There will be NO Happy Hour in October.  We will let you know when we will resume 
this evening fellowship time at a later date. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

To see all present who is using Zoom video, you’ll want to attend on your computer or tablet. 
The website will fill your screen with a grid of everybody’s video. It’s like looking at the old “Hollywood 
Squares” TV show, only populated by your friends and loved ones!  If you use your smart phone, you 
can swipe though different screens to see everyone. And if you call from a landline, you’ll be able to 
hear the whole conversation, just not seeing anybody. 

http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfLSjhXs9UG8yC89aB8evrA
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Planning a Meeting? 
 

The church has a Zoom Business Account, which allows any committee or 
ministry team chair, Sunday school teacher, youth leader, staff member, or anybody 
else in our church, to host a virtual meeting or hold a virtual event.  

 
For more information, contact Pastor Bill, or a member of the Membership 

Development and Communication Committee. 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Prayer and Visit Requests 
 

If you, or someone you know, is need of prayer or a visit, please contact Rev. 
Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  

 
 

To have someone included on the bulletin prayer list, please let Roberta in the 
Church Office know at firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  No request 
is too big or too small!    

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 
Original Artwork by Emily Jurovich 

mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 
 

Random Acts of Kindness Ministry 
 As we say goodbye to summer and welcome fall, we still find ourselves living with 
the pandemic and its resultant social distancing, mask wearing and hand washing.  How 
we live our lives continues to evolve as children have different forms of learning, some 
adults work from home, or a mix of part home and part office, or all office.  While we are 
all restricted in some way by what we can and cannot do, we have learned to be 
thoughtful in creating different ways to thrive through this pandemic. 
 
 Fortunately, one thing has not changed!  We can still “be kind” to ourselves, our family and 
friends, and others who cross our paths.  In this issue of the Beacon you will find articles for adults and 
our youth offering thoughts and actions on kindness.  If you have children or grandchildren, we ask 
you to share the ideas in the “Kindness Rocks” article with them as it is especially written for them.  
Please send your thoughts and experiences with kindness during the pandemic to 
RAKatFCC@comcast.net  so we can share them anonymously with our church family. 
 

Samaritans Virtual Walk for Hope 
 Last year if you walked or donated to “Stride into the Light,” we ask you to consider registering 
to walk or donate to the Samaritans of Merrimack Valley’s 4th VIRTUAL Walk for Hope, October 11 
– 17, 2020. Both walks are held to raise awareness of mental health challenges and suicide prevention 
in our communities.  The need is great!  As of this year Summer 2020, the Samaritans suicide 
prevention helpline has answered 7,125 calls. 

 
As we did last year, we have registered a team called First Church Stride Team.  

During October 11 – 17, the Samaritans ask people to walk 4,000 steps a day and to fund 
raise, if possible.   

To register, go to   
https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/WalkForHope/team/FIRSTCHURCHSTRIDETEAM 

 
The registration fee is $30.00. This link connects you to our team page and allows you to either 

register as a walker or to make a donation to the team.  We ask you to support our team and the 
Samaritans. Our goal is to raise $1,000.00. 
 

NIN Food Pantry and Food Donations 
 On September 15, the Food Pantry served 330 families, a record high for our 
pantry.  We continue to welcome food and/or cash donations.  The need is great!  Donation 
drop-off times, at First Church Congregational, are: 

• Wednesdays from 2:30 – 4:00 PM 

• Saturdays from 10:00 AM – 12:00 NOON 
 

Thanksgiving Dinners 
 NIN plans to provide Thanksgiving Dinners this year as it has in past years.  First 
Church will participate in helping to provide these dinners.  We are waiting for NIN to 
make its final plans, and then we will make ours.  We will notify you of these plans through 

an all church email blast once they are finalized. 

 
 

mailto:RAKatFCC@comcast.net
https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/WalkForHope/team/FIRSTCHURCHSTRIDETEAM
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 

 
It’s wonderful to feel the cooler, crisp days of Fall upon us, It seems that 

Mother Nature is rallying behind Random Acts of Kindness (RAK) with less 
humidity!  Our team has received several submissions for our RAK initiative, 
which we will include in future articles.   

 
The following is a quote that was received: “Throw Kindness around 

like confetti” by Molly B Kansas 
 

There is a book written by one of our church members, Jennifer A. Borislow, along with her co-
author Mark S. Gaunya, that chronicles their initiative for spreading kindness.  It’s called Inspire to Act.  
Members of the Outreach Committee have copies to share if you are interested in reading it.  It is 
inspiring to see the amazing things that individuals made happen when given seed money and asked 
to use their imaginations.   

 

October is month two of being kind to yourself.  It seems that in trying to be kind to yourself, and 
working on recharging batteries from the stress of our pandemic, it’s almost impossible to not spread a 
little kindness in everything we do.  Here are a few more suggestions: 

 

• Breathe deeply and appreciate the person you are  

• Choose a new book that is completely different from the topics you usually choose 

• Set positive intentions for the day, week or month 

• Call someone you know who is isolated from others to just say hi 

• In your prayers, remember the thousands of people who have been tragically impacted 

by COVID, and the thousands more impacted by the raging wildfires out west.  Some are 

dealing with both. 
 

Finally, the following is a summary of an act of kindness received by one of our church family 
members, forwarded to our team to share:  

 

One summer day I was standing in my driveway unloading bags from my trunk when I heard a 
woman's voice call my name.  She told me not to be startled because she and her daughter were 
behind me.  I turned back to see them walking down the driveway toward me.  They had driven into my 
driveway, but I hadn't heard them. 

  

 My friend said we have lots of zucchini so my daughter has been baking.  We know you just 
had a birthday so here is some zucchini birthday cake and a loaf of zucchini bread.  I was surprised 
and very touched by this unexpected act of kindness.  It made my day!  I felt loved and cared for.  I 
thanked them for their thoughtful kindness.  I wanted to give them a big hug, but because of the corona 
virus I couldn't.  Oh, by the way, their cream cheese frosted cake was delicious as was their bread! 

 

Please submit your experiences or thoughts to RAKatFCC@comcast.net.  Thank you. 
 

 
 

mailto:RAKatFCC@comcast.net
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 
 

 

Random Acts of Kindness for our Youth 
 
During the next year, we have a fun project planned for all of you. It is very simple. We would 

like you all to spread a little bit of kindness.  Each month for the following year, we will include some 
ideas to help us all focus on being kind and spreading Random Acts of Kindness or RAK. This will 
become a monthly Beacon article, and hopefully include kindness stories offered by our congregants.  
For the youth, we will begin with our focus on the book “Kindness Rocks”, by Sonica Ellis . 

 
If you cannot get the book, please let us know and we will make sure you have it. Parents, 

“Kindness Rocks” is a great book to get for the kids, so is “Train Your Dragon To Be Kind”, by Steve 
Herman and “Kindness Starts with You – At School” by Jacquelyn Stagg.  

 
A new book for the month of October is “Harry the Happy Mouse”, by N.G.K., which teaches 

children to be kind to each other.   
  
It would be nice to read to the younger children to help them see and understand things better. 

October will be a time that we would like you to do something nice for the people they live with.  
 
Here are some ideas that you might think about doing for the people you live with.  

1. Say a special prayer for the family you are with every day.  

2. Give someone in your family a hug – just because. 

3. Put down your electronics and ask a family member if they need help with anything. 

4. Make a little gift for a family member. 

5. Help with some chores around the house that you don’t normally do. 

6. Look for some rocks. Make a Kindness rock or two. You may paint it, or just write a 
word on it. Whatever you would like. Save it, as we will want to collect them. 

 
Start small.  We have lots more to share during the upcoming year.  We would love you to share 

examples of your kind acts, pictures, videos, or other things you are doing. Please send them to 
RAKatFCC@comcast.net.   

 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Sonica-Ellis/e/B01N2JJIST?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1596746320&sr=1-1
mailto:RAKatFCC@comcast.net
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Walking Group for Fitness and Fellowship 
 

Tuesdays in October 
Please join us in walking together for fitness and fellowship at Raymond J. Martin Riverside Park 

along the Merrimack River in Methuen at 10:00 AM (note the time change) on Tuesday mornings in 
October.  The location along the river provides an ever-changing view of nature.  Three times around 
the hot-topped loop is approximately 1 mile.  To maintain safety, we wear masks, walk in pairs, and 
maintain social distance.  We will meet at the park at 10:00 AM on 10/6, 10/13, 10/20 and 10/27. The 
park is located on Riverside Drive at the end of Burnham Rd.  All are welcome!  We hope you can join 
us! 

 

 
 

 
Sunday Walk on the Methuen Rail Trail 

Who is interested in a walk with friends after church on Sunday, October 11th at 12:00 Noon?  
 
We will most likely not be back in church in person by this date, so we will meet in the MSPCA 

parking lot and walk the Rail Trail to the center of Methuen, and possibly beyond, as the group wishes.  
The group recently visited the beautiful Walnut Grove Cemetery, where we paid our respects to several 
memorable church members.  We will pair up, socially distance, and walk wearing masks to maintain 
safety.  Hope to see you there for some socializing and exercise! 
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JOIN US and make a difference 

4th ANNUAL SAMARITANS OF MERRIMACK VALLEY 

(Virtual) Walk for Hope 
 

October 11 – 17, 2020 
 

Because we cannot gather together, this year’s Samaritans Walk for Hope is 
everywhere – on every sidewalk, track and trail. 

Just walk 4,000 steps each day! 
 

 
 

First Church Congregational has a Walk for Hope team. 
It is called First Church Stride Team 

 
TO REGISTER, GO TO: 

https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/WalkForHope/team/FIRSTCHURCHSTRIDETEAM      

The registration fee is $30.00.  This link connects you to our team page and allows you 
to either register as a walker or to make a donation to the team. 

 
The world may look a little different right now, but one thing has not changed:   

the Samaritans commitment to raise awareness of  
mental health challenges and suicide prevention in our communities. 

 
We ask you to support our team and the Samaritans. 

Our goal is to raise a minimum of $1,000.00! 

Thank you. 

https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/WalkForHope/team/FIRSTCHURCHSTRIDETEAM
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From the Stewardship Ministry Team… 
 

Have you ever felt yourself drifting? Maybe you were floating 
away gradually. Perhaps it was a gentle tug on your conscience, or 
possibly waves of emotions that kept you moving farther and farther 
away. Were you being pulled away from a goal, a place, or people? 
Were you drifting away from a sense of normalcy or a sense of security? 
If you ask, most people today would admit to this sense of wandering, 
drifting or floating along, at some point during the past few months.  

 
Every September the Stewardship Team gathers inspiration for our yearly Stewardship Theme. 

Several years ago, we used the newly developed First Church mission statement: Seeking God, Caring 
For Each Other, Improving Our Community. Last year our theme was Making Lives Better. As we move 
forward into this coming Stewardship drive, we felt it was important to reflect on the centuries of history 
our Church has survived as well as how all of our lives have been impacted through this current 
pandemic. For decades, members and friends have committed their faith and resources to First Church. 
As we are seeing today, there were tumultuous times where I’m sure families felt the drifting and pulling 
and tugging of the societal currents. I have often wondered, “How has First Church stood the test of 
time all of these years”?  

 
Anchored In Faith will be this year’s Stewardship Theme. As in years past, there will be special 

sermons, personal letters, and mailings. November 1st will be the official “kick off” for our campaign. 
Until then, if you are willing and able, you can continue to send in your pledge or make a donation for 
the 2019-2020 year. Different ways to donate are listed on the following page. Again, we thank you for 
your commitment of time, talents and financial resources that you so graciously share with your church 
family during this difficult time.  
 
Stewardship Ministry Team: 
Kim Valcourt, chairperson, Rev. Bill Ingraham, Ken Peck, Marilyn Peck, Robyn Sliney, Glenn Sprague 
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From the Stewardship Ministry Team… 
 

Ways to Donate 
 
If you would like to make a donation to any of the ministries of First Church, you can send a 

check to the Church Office and write the name of the ministry on the memo line. Also, we continue to 
make deposits every week and if you are able and not already committed to e-giving, there are several 
ways to continue your pledging: 
 
▪ You can put a check in the mail with a note saying pledge income. The church address is:  

First Church Congregational                                                                                                                             
United Church of Christ                                                                                                                                            

26 Pleasant Street                                                                                                                                                    
Methuen, MA 01844-3119 

 

▪ Click the Donate button on our Facebook page which goes to www.firstchurchmethuen.com, then 
select More, then select Ways to Donate.  
 

▪ You can use a phone app called Vanco Give Plus. Download the app onto your phone, search 
for our church (it falls under First Church Congregation) and then set up your profile and method 
of payment (you only need to set this up once). 
 

▪ You can go to the end of the Beacon where it asks if you would like to make an electronic donation. 
Use your smart phone or table to scan the QR code (the black and white square image) and follow 
the prompts. If you would like your donation earmarked for a specific ministry you can let the 
church office know by calling or emailing and leaving a message (see email and phone number 
below). 
 

▪ If you would like to change your pledge to an e-giving pledge you can contact the church office 
and ask for a form to be mailed to your house. The church number is 978-687-1240 or you can 
send an email to firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com.  

 

Thank you! 
 

  

http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/
mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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Stories of the Cross 
 

A source of comfort 
 

It was just a few days after a close loved one had passed.  A member of the church went to the 
local department store to find something to wear for the upcoming service.  She came out of a dressing 
room to check the fit in the three-way mirror.   Just then, a woman also came in, about her age. She 
asked the woman if she would mind giving an opinion.  “Certainly”, she said and asked what 'occasion' 
it was for.  When the church member told her that she had just lost her father, the other woman said 
how sorry she was.   

 
She then said she was also there to find a dress for a funeral. Returning the compassion she 

had shown her, the church member asked who had passed.  The woman said that it was for her son, 
but that he had not died yet. He probably had only a few weeks to live.  She was astonished at the calm 
in which she said it.  This poor woman was going to lose her son and was preparing ahead of time!  Her 
courage was simply amazing. Remembering a cross that was in her little purse, she asked her if she 
might give her something and presented the cross.  The woman who she had never met before looked 
at it, then her, and broke down in tears.  The sobbing was so much that a third women in a dressing 
room stuck her head out the door.  She came out and with tears in her eyes, told both of us that she, 
too, had just lost her mother!   

 
Here they were, 3 middle-aged women, each grieving over family losses, meeting in this ordinary 

space- a dressing room- at the same time.  They actually said a brief prayer together. It stopped 
surprising the church member a long time ago how God places people in our path that are meant to be 
there, both for our comfort and for us to comfort others.  

 
 

  
 

 
These stories of the cross are documented from true experiences related to a mission of First Church 
Congregational. We invite you to make your own experience through the simple act of sharing part of our faith 
through the cross. If you find a moment where they have made an impact on yourself or others, we invite you to 
share it with us anonymously. Please contact Josh Ferry for more information. 



-14- 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets year-round and always welcomes anyone who 
wishes to be part of this ministry.  Knitting or crocheting experience is not a prerequisite 
to becoming a member.  Come for the fellowship and someone will be glad to help you if 
needed. Please contact or Anne Benedix or Carol Gray for more information.   

 
We invite you to join us on Wednesdays from 1:30 - 3:30 PM, via Zoom. 

 
The Zoom link will be provided weekly to Prayer Shawl Ministry members.  If you 

would like to attend, please email the Church Office at firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com for 
the link. 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

November 1st! 

 
Change your clocks, 

 change your smoke detector batteries 

mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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The Chapel School 
    
We are open for business!!!  Six months was a long time to be away from the 

children, our daily routines and working together as a staff.  We are all back in the 

building.  The atmosphere is very different, but we are all adjusting to our new daily 

routines. 

 

We now have three points of entry for the children to arrive and dismiss from.  Thank 

goodness we have so many access doors around the building.  Parents now walk their children to 

one of the three doors to check in.  After a quick visual screening and a signed form stating that 

their child is healthy, they are able to enter the building.   

 

It may seem like we are constantly cleaning all day, but we are having fun and the children 

have adjusted so well.  They are wearing their masks except when they go outside to play.  They 

have adapted to only using one chair labeled with their name on it in the classroom.  Each child 

also has their own pencil box with crayons, glue stick, pencil, scissors, markers.  Sharing has 

become a thing of the past which is what preschool was all about.  Even Snack is now served 

individually.  No more family style.   

 

We wash our hands numerous times a day and clean tables, counters, chairs, bathroom 

fixtures and doorknobs and railings many, many times.  The playground has to be sanitized after 

each class use as well. Lunch Bunch is now held in the classroom.  We cannot merge children from 

other classrooms like we previously have done.  Teachers and children have to stay in their 

assigned groups with no crossover.  It’s like having four little schools within the building.      

 

We may only have 29 children but just today I received two phone calls from interested 

parents. We also have several children that have not returned yet and are waiting a bit longer to 

enroll.  We keep them in the loop sending out newsletters and updates so hopefully they will feel 

comfortable and ready to send their children back to Chapel. Everyone is handling the anxiety of 

this pandemic in their own way and we are trying to be understanding.   

 

We are thrilled with the children that are now enrolled with us. They are amazing and so 

adaptable to the social distancing and new routines that we have come to live by.  Kudos to the 

parents for all their hard work too.     

 

Cindy Mazella 

Director   
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The Chapel School 
Where a Lifetime of Learning Begins 

 

Help spread the word! 

Openings still available for the 2020-21 School Year. 
 

 

•  2, 3 or 5 Day Preschool Programs 

•  For Children 2.9 – 5 Years Old 

• Half Day, Lunch Bunch Options 

• Low Student/Teacher Ratio 

• Affordable Rates 

• Non-Denominational 

• Over 60 Years in Methuen! 

 

Contact us for more information at 
chapelschoolmethuen@gmail.com  

 

Registration is ongoing! 
New state guidelines for smaller class sizes.  

 

We welcome new families to visit the school  

and discover the Chapel difference. 
 

  

mailto:chapelschoolmethuen@gmail.com
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What’s the REACH Ministry? 
 

Do you know of someone facing surgery, recovering from surgery or 
living with a long-term illness?  Do you know someone who has recently lost 
their job or could use financial support?  Do you know someone who suffers 
from depression or is often down in the dumps around the holidays? 

 
Maybe this person is you? 
 

If so, we can help.  Our new REACH Ministry wants to make sure that members of our 
community have a place to turn for support in their time of need.  The term REACH stands for -- 
Reliable, Engaging, Able, Caring and Heartfelt support. 
 

Contact Judi Boyko or Pat King for more information. 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Need Financial Help? 
 

If you, or another member of First Church you know, is need of some temporary financial assistance, 
please contact Rev. Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240. 

 
Due to the generosity of Thomas Longworth, through his estate plan, 

there are some funds available for short term financial assistance of our members. 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
 

Would you like to make an electronic donation to the church? 
 

Use your smart phone or tablet by scanning this QR code! 
 

Or visit our website at www.firstchurchmethuen.com  
and click the “Ways to Donate” page. 

 
Thank you for your support. 

 

  

mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

04 Lauren Borislow 
05 Brenda Michaud 
07 Joyce Koop 
12 Cynthia Causbie 
13 Jessica Brown, Daniel Pavlenkov 
16 Paul Webster-Greene 
18 Jonathan King 
20 Kerri Bedard, Alexandra Casey 
23 Dennis Lang 
24 Patricia King 
30 Brenda Adametz, Carolyn Casey 
31 Sabrina Buck 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 
 
 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
10/4 Michael & Cynthia Causbie Married 34 years 
10/6 John & Carole Silva Married 30 years 
10/12 Thomas & Leslie Shea Married 46 years 
10/14 Martin & Brenda Killourie Married 53 years 
10/15 John & Sarah Pavlenkov Married 16 years 
10/22 Raymond & Anne Benedix Married 65 years 
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First Church Congregational 
 United Church of Christ 
 26 Pleasant Street 
 Methuen, MA 01844-3199 
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