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 “GETTING PARSONAL” 
Rev. William D. Ingraham 

 

How is it even possible? September is upon us already! The summer has flown past. School 
already has started for most of the teachers, children and youth in our congregation. For many of us, 
the final trip for the season will happen over the Labor Day weekend. Come Tuesday, September 3rd, 
we’re all back in full swing. 

 
My mother was a public school teacher and my father was on the faculty of a state university. 

My life has always organized itself around an academic calendar. Even after I finished my years of 
study at university and in seminary, leaving behind semesters and classes (and tests and papers!), my 
work and personal life has continued to be centered around the academic year. That’s because much 
of church life is centered around an academic year, too. We take a bit of a break for the summer, but 
come fall, at the same time teachers and students head back to school, the church picks up the pace 
for the coming year in its life and ministry the new program year begins... 

 

First Church Congregational  
United Church of Christ 

26 Pleasant Street 
Methuen, MA  01844-3199 
Telephone: (978) 687-1240 
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Welcome Sunday is the big start-of-it-all day for us at First Church Congregational. It’s the day 
Sunday school starts back up with newly configured classes, with some returning teachers and 
(hopefully!) some new teachers, too. We’ll mark the new beginning with words of dedication and a 
prayer for teachers and students in worship that day, just before they head off to their first class 
together. Of course, when worship and Sunday school are over that day, we will hold our annual 
cookout on the front lawn, weather permitting. Make sure you sign up your family on the list on the 
bulletin board at the crossroads in the church. That way we can make sure we have enough burgers 
and hotdogs (including vegetarian options). When you sign up, there’s also a sheet to mark bringing a 
salad or a dessert, or both if you wish. 

  
Though they have conducted interviews with several candidates, the CE Search Committee has 

been unable to find someone to fill our Minister for Family and Community Life position. As is the case 
with organist positions, there are far more CE positions open than there are candidates available to fill 
them. While the search committee continues to look into candidates, Cindy Mazella and I will be taking 
lead roles in staffing the Christian Education Committee and teachers. Cindy will coordinate curriculum, 
materials and supplies for Sunday mornings. I will help guide planning, curriculum development. Cindy 
and I will also work with the Committee, teachers and parents to discern ways to develop our program 
into the future. We’ve got plans in place for a lesson series on miracles, followed by a series on hunger 
and our response as people of faith. We’ll follow that with an Advent curriculum for December. Come 
January, our goal is to be ready with something new and exciting that will lead us through the spring. 
We’ve set ambitious goals, for sure! And are eager and excited to see what will evolve as we work on 
this together. 

 
Other things will be in the works as we move through the Fall together. We’ll have our annual 

Ham & Bean Dinner on Saturday, October 5. Also this Fall will be a four week Adult Bible Study offered 
on Thursday nights from October 3 through October 24. I’ll announce the topic in the month of 
September, as I’ve yet to decide for sure! Most likely it will be a series on the Old Testament (also 
referred to as the Hebrew Bible). In November we’ll have our annual Stewardship Sundays. And before 
you know it, December will be here! And with it, Advent and Christmas. 

 
I’m excited about all we have coming up through the fall, and I hope you are, too! I also hope 

you’ll invite your family, neighbors and friends to come and join us. There’s something really special 
about our community life and ministry here at First Church. It really is worth sharing! 

 
 See you in church…      

 - Bill 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Save the Date 

Welcome Sunday 
Sunday, September 15th  

 
After worship, we will have our annual cookout.  Sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin 

board at the crossroads, in August, for those who would like to bring a salad or dessert, as well as 
those who can help out.   

 
Hope to see everyone there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Planning a Meeting? 
 

Please help keep the church calendar current.  Be sure to let Roberta know of 
any and all items (meetings, dinners, etc.) that will need to go on the Church calendar. 
This is the only way the calendar can be kept current and up-to-date.  Roberta can be 
reached at 978-687-1240 or firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com.     

 
Thank you for your continued cooperation. 

 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Prayer List in Bulletins 
 

If you, or someone you know, is need of prayer or a visit, please contact 
Rev. Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  

 
To have someone included on the bulletin prayer list, please let Roberta in 

the Church Office know at firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  No 
request is too big or too small!   Thank you. 

 

mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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Breakfast with Bill 
 

 “Breakfast with Bill" (dutch treat!), is an informal time for friendship and 
conversation on any topic. Ten people attended in August!!   

 
We will next gather on Wednesday, September 11th at 8:00 AM, at The Irish 

Cottage, 17 Branch Street in Methuen.   
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Burger & Beer (or soda!) with Bill 
 
Just like breakfast (dutch treat!), only in the evening!   
 
Our next gathering will be at Fireside Restaurant, 171 Pelham Street in Methuen, 

on Wednesday, September 25th at 6:00 PM.   
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

 
August Group for Breakfast with Bill at Sammy J’s in Salem, NH 
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The Church  

Office Hours 
 

The Church Office will be open on Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM, starting 
September 6th.   

 

Pastor Bill holds office hours at the church on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  On 
Mondays, he works from home.  His days off are Friday and Saturday. 

 

If you need access to the building, please note that The Chapel School staff are here Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 AM to 3:30 PM.  For entry at other times, you may contact Allan Barlow 
(Trustees Chair) at 603-234-4468.   

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

 
Original Artwork by Emily Jurovich 
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Stories of the Cross 
 

A Source of Connection 
 
A member of our church had just finished up a sales call in rural New Hampshire, and, as he 

was walking out of the customer’s office, a pair of nuns were walking in. This took him completely off 
guard, seeing the nature of his business and the location he was at. He gave them a big smile and said 
“hi,” as he was walking out. With business in hand, he went back to his vehicle, pulled out a laptop, and 
entered notes about customer meeting. 

 
As he was typing, the nuns returned and walked up to the truck. He rolled down the window, and 

one of them handed over a little charm with the Virgin Mary on it. “This is a good luck charm - keep it 
with you.” 

 
“Thank you!” he said, and they started walking away. Just then he remembered that he had one 

of the First Church crosses with him. Closing up the laptop, he grabbed it from the truck’s center 
console, and handed it over to one of them. “This is a comfort cross for you.”  

 
The nun receiving it said “Well… it certainly is comfortable,” as she felt the shape of the wood in 

her hand. Then he said “God bless” to them as they did to him, and they parted ways. 
 
We are all on our individual faith journeys – some quite obvious and some not so apparent. 

However, a symbol of our life with Jesus is a way that all of us can connect no matter which symbol it 
is. It is this connection that we can all cherish – whether it be a cross, and icon, or a simple prayer – 
that truly unites us as one body under God.  

 
 

 
 

 
These stories of the cross are documented from true experiences related to a mission of First Church 
Congregational. We invite you to make your own experience through the simple act of sharing part of our faith 
through the cross. If you find a moment where they have made an impact on yourself or others, we invite you to 
share it with us anonymously. Please contact Josh Ferry for more information. 
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2019 MAN Back to School Project 
 

First Church Congregational, Methuen (FCC) and the Methuen Arlington Neighborhood, Inc. 
(MAN, Inc.) partnered for the 9th consecutive year to ensure children from the Methuen Arlington 
neighborhood were fully-prepared to go back to school.   

  
Thanks to the financial generosity of more than 20 local business like Methuen’s Masonic Lodge, 

Enterprise Bank, Occupational Health Connections, Commonwealth Motors, Borislow Insurance, 
Methuen Exchange Club, the Party Connection, Mayor Jim Jajuga, City Councilors Lynn Vidler, 
Jennifer Kannan, Jim McCarty, Jessica Finocchiaro and Joyce Campagnone, State Senator Diana 
DiZoglio and State Representatives Linda Dean Campbell and Christina Minicucci, and former Mayor 
Bill Manzi along with local national retailer New Balance Footwear Company.  Backpacks and school 
supplies were donated by Holy Family Hospital, Methuen and WellSky Revenue Cycle Services in 
Andover. 

  
Volunteers at FCC got the sizing measurements of each child and then shopped at Old Navy 

and Walmart as well as New Balance’s donation of 77 pairs of sneakers to get every kid jeans, tee 
shirts and hooded sweatshirts and shoes for the school year. With this outpouring from the community, 
the MAN, Inc. Back to School Project helped 77 children on their way back to school. 

  
All children were invited to pick up their personalized clothes, backpacks and school supplies at 

the “Mall Day” event. The Saturday event featured a decorated hall and each child was assisted by a 
personal volunteer to help pick up clothing that was especially sized for them, and enjoy a free ‘to go’ 
lunch donated by Methuen’s Masonic Lodge. For those without transportation, a shuttle bus service 
between MAN, Inc. and FCC, was provided by a local donor.   

   
“By assisting these children it not only helps them begin school with the physical necessities of 

clothing and supplies; it sends the message that the Methuen community cares about their success in 
school, and it boosts their self-esteem as they start the school year,” said Linda Soucy, of MAN, Inc.  

  
The event strives to also teach all recipients the joy of giving back.  We offer them the chance 

to make hand crafted projects and cards to be mailed to Support our Troops.  
 
Special thanks to members of my First Church family – Beth Buck, Becky Smith, Pat Newbury-

Moss, Kathy Romano, Pat and Terry Romano, Marla Yarid De La Cruz, Carolyn Casey, Carole & John 
Silva, Debbie Brown, Jennifer Borislow, Anne Benedix, Cindy Bateson, Pat Wright, Ken & Marilyn Peck, 
Janet Towler, Sherry Petrakis, Diane Huebner, Loretta Platt and Josh Ferry. 
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-9- 

CLOTHING AND HOME GOODS DRIVE 
Donate to Lazarus House 

 

Sunday September 8, 2019 
12:00 NOON to 2:00 PM 

 

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home 
233 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 

Partnering with Lazarus House Ministries 
 

 Cleaning out your closets this summer?  Here’s an opportunity to give back to our community 
by donating gently used clothing, gently used furniture, small used appliances: toasters, blenders, 
microwaves, and house wares: dishes, pots, pans, and silverware to Lazarus House. 
 
 You can deliver directly to the parking lot at Pollards between Noon and 2:00 PM.  There is a 
truck in the parking lot with people to take your donations.  If you can’t drop by Pollards, please leave 
your things on the stage in the Parish Hall by Noon on Sunday, Sept. 8.  We will deliver to Pollards. 
 
 Make a difference in another family’s life and give your donated items a second life as well! 
 

For More Information Contact:  Denis Webster Greene 978-397-1591 or Ken Peck 978-375-4348 
 

                
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 
 

There will be two opportunities in September for church members to volunteer for Habitat for 
Humanity.  The first will be on Saturday, September 21st at the ReStore on Andover Street, South 
Lawrence. Volunteers are needed to sort, move, price, and organize items at the store.  The second 
opportunity will be on Saturday, 28 September at a house under construction in Andover.  

 
Additional details and a sign-up sheet will be posted in the Parish Hall.  Please refer any 

questions to Ray Benedix at 978 682-3496 or Bob Donaghue at 617 840-0267.  
 

See you there! 
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CALLING ALL WALKERS!! 
 
The Outreach Team’s first activity of the year is the  

20th Annual Lazarus House Hike for Hope. 
 

Let’s put our best foot forward and support the ministries of Lazarus House by walking, 
volunteering or donating to the team.  Join the “First Church Methuen” team to conquer the 5K walk 
together.  This family and community-focused fall event is a celebration of music, entertainment, food 
and the goodness of people coming together to help those in need among us.   

 
The walk is followed by a cook-out and fellowship, raising much needed funds to support people 

in crisis, as well as to provide transitional housing, education and vocational training for individuals and 
families. 
 
The details for the walk: 

Date:  Sunday, September 29, 2019 

Place:  The Park on Bartlett Street in Andover 

Time:  Registration at 11:00 am, Walk starts at 1:00 pm 

New this year:  Kids Fun Run starting at Noon 

Registration fees:  Adult $25, Youth(3-17) $20, Kids Fun Run $10 

 
IMPORTANT:  If you are unable to walk, our church team has a fundraising goal.  If you are interested 
in donating to the team, please consider donating to support the team.  Contact a team member for 
details on how to do that.   
(LazarusHouse.org/events and click on the “register here” button, then choose Donate option, selecting 
First Church Methuen team.) 
 
Outreach Team members: Cindy Bateson, Lori Bennett, Ray Benedix, Carolyn Casey, Cynthia 
Causbie, Barbara Donaghue, Pastor Bill Ingraham, Deb MaueSprague, Stacey Murray, Ken Peck, 
Sherry Patrakis, Becky Smith, Marilyn Peck, Team Leader 
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Walking Group for Fitness and Fellowship 
 

Tuesdays in September 
Come enjoy time with fellow church members, enjoy nature and increase your fitness through 

low-impact walking on the Methuen Rail Trail Tuesday mornings throughout the month of September. 
We will meet at 9:00 A.M. in the parking lot behind iHop on Rt. 28, which is near the north end of the 
Methuen Rail Trail, on 9/3, 9/10, 9/17 and 9/24. The Rail Trail is a flat, paved surface so is easy to 
walk.  Remember to bring water! All are welcome! 
 
If you have any questions contact Cindy Bateson at 978-681-8722.  

 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Now Every Wednesday! 

 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets year-round and always welcomes anyone who 

wishes to be part of this ministry.  Knitting or crocheting experience is not a prerequisite 
to becoming a member.  Come for the fellowship and someone will be glad to help you if 
needed.  

 
We invite you to join us on Wednesdays from 1:30 - 3:30 PM.  We meet in the parlor. 
 
Please contact or Anne Benedix at 978-682-3496 (annerayben@comcast.net) 

or Carol Gray at 603-898-0934 (cagg14@comcast.net) for more information.   
 

 

  

mailto:annerayben@comcast.net
mailto:cagg14@comcast.net
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Military Grab Bags 
 

We will be collecting items for the troops again this year.  Sunday, October 20th will be our 
deadline for collecting.       

 
There should be four (4) items in each bag, and they need to fit into a small baggie with no zip, 

and tied with a red, white or blue ribbon.   
 
Donations of separate items can be left in the plastic container that is marked "Military Grab 

Bags" that will be in either the parish hall or the cross roads.      
 
People may make and tie their own grab bags, or just leave small individual items in the container 

and the Prayer Shawl Ladies will bag them.  We like to put a variety in each bag of a food item, a couple 
of toiletry items and something fun.   

 
Here are 2 pictures of what they should look like and a list of what can be donated.   Please be 

aware that there can be no aerosol cans and toiletries need to be travel size.     
  

                             
 
A few ideas… 
 
TOILETRY ITEMS: 

Chapstick, hand sanitizer, deodorant, sun screen, foot powder, toothpaste, eye drops, shampoo, 
conditioner, hand cream, body cream, hand wipes, shave gel tubes, mouthwash, hand warmers, bug 
wipes, aspirin, Tylenol and items for ladies like nail polish, rouge, eye shadow, wipes of different kinds, 
etc.    
 
FOOD ITEMS INDIVIDUALLY PACKAGED: 

Cookies, nuts, trail mix, pop tarts, popcorn, gum, chick-lets, slim jims, dried fruit, candy, raisins, 
granola bars, beef jerky, cold drink mix, peanut butter crackers, etc. 
 
FUN STUFF: 

Decks of cards, small checkers, small nerf balls, Rubik cube, small puzzles, other small 
games, and any other very small things that would be amusing. 
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The Chapel School 
 

 I’m not quite ready for the Summer to be over.  Transitions are always 

bittersweet.  September is upon us and the excitement of the children returning to 

Chapel is exciting!  Welcoming the new children and families is equally a pleasure.  I’ve 

always said September should be the beginning of the calendar year.   

 

The school year is ready to roll out with a Parent Informational Night on Tuesday, 

September 3rd.  This will give the parents the opportunity to meet the teachers and review 

classroom procedures for a smooth opening on Thursday, September 5th and 6th.   

 

Enrollment has been slow over the Summer but in the last two weeks that number has 

increased.  Classes are filling up but not without some staff cutbacks and shifting of staff to 

make it all work.  These cuts were necessary both financially and operationally to still provide the 

quality program that parents have come to expect.  Every parent that has been given a tour this 

Summer has heard about us through a positive referral or an online presence from either our 

website, Facebook page or a search for preschools in Methuen.    Roberta has overseen this area 

and has kept our visibility up to date with pictures and lots of reminders to schedule a tour.  

Amidst all the capital improvements with the Parish Hall floor, we were able to still put our best 

foot forward and show off our program.   

 

Renovations continued with the playground.  Three pieces of equipment needed to be 

replaced.  It was aging and not safe for the children to be using.  The new pieces arrived and with 

the help of Allan Barlow and Pat Romano we have a safe playground for the children.  The 

landscapers also zoomed in and spread new sand, trimmed the pine tree and installed a drainage 

pipe to help keep the sand from washing out in one section.  The cleaning service is finishing up 

the floors and rugs and we are ready for another fun year!! 

 

Welcome September, our new school year and all our children and families back to Chapel!!! 

 

 
Cindy Mazella 

Director   
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Please share with your friends and families with young children! 

The Chapel School 
Where a Lifetime of Learning Begins 

 

Register NOW for September 
 

Call to schedule a tour today at 

978-689-8414 
 

•  2, 3 or 5 Day Preschool Programs  

•  For Children ages 2.9 – 5 Years Old 

• Half Day, Lunch Bunch, Full Day Options 

• Early Drop-off & Late Pick Up Options 

• Low Student/Teacher Ratio 

• Affordable Rates 

• Non-Denominational 

• Over 60 Years in Methuen! 
 

www.chapelschoolmethuen.com 
 

 
 

 

 

Located at: 

First Church Congregational 
26 Pleasant Street, Methuen 

 

http://www.chapelschoolmethuen.com/
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What’s the REACH Ministry? 
 

Do you know of someone facing surgery, recovering from surgery or 
living with a long-term illness?  Do you know someone who has recently lost 
their job or could use financial support?  Do you know someone who suffers 
from depression or is often down in the dumps around the holidays? 

 
Maybe this person is you? 
 

If so, we can help.  Our new REACH Ministry wants to make sure that members of our 
community have a place to turn for support in their time of need.  The term REACH stands for -- 
Reliable, Engaging, Able, Caring and Heartfelt support. 
 

Contact Judi Boyko or Pat King for more information. 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Need Financial Help? 
 

If you, or another member of First Church you know, is need of some temporary financial assistance, 
please contact Rev. Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240. 

 
Due to the generosity of Thomas Longworth, through his estate plan, 

there are some funds available for short term financial assistance of our members. 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
 

Would you like to make an electronic donation to the church? 
 

Use your smart phone or tablet by scanning this QR code! 
 

Or visit our website at www.firstchurchmethuen.com  
and click the “Ways to Donate” page. 

 
Thank you for your support. 

 

 

First Church Congregational, Methuen 

mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/
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Registration Form for Sunday school 
 

 

Family (Parent’s Names):   

Address:   

City:    State:      Zip:    

Home Phone:    Work#:     Cell #:   

Email:   (Sunday School Use Only) 

 

Children Name(s):                  Birthday:              Age:                Grade {as of Sept.1}:   

 

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

 

Does your child/children have any allergies or medical conditions? 

 

  

 

• I have read the Safety Guidelines and have discussed them with my child/children and 

agree to abide by them. 

____ yes 

____ no 

____ Initals 

 

• Please Check anything you might be interested in helping with 

 

____ Teacher {Sunday school} 

____ Substitute Teacher  ____ Junior Adventures (Grades 6-8) Helper 

____ Special Events {Help} ____ Pilgrim Fellowship (HS) Helper 

 

____Would like to learn more about Christian Education in our church 

 

Would your child like to Acolyte?   _______ (yes or no) 
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Would your child like to ring the Church Bell? _____ (yes or no) 

 

Would your child like to sing in the WOW Choir (3rd Grade & up)? _____ (yes or no)                                                 

If you check YES, please mark your calendars for September 21st at 9:15 AM for an 

information meeting. 

 

Would your child like to be in a Bell choir? (3rd Grade & up)  _____ (yes or no)  

 

For High School youth: 

• There will be a Confirmation Class this year.   

• Scholarships are given to High School Seniors in June.  Please pick up an application to 

review the application qualifications. 

 

 

Please sign below giving your permission for pictures to be taken of your child participating in 

church activities to be used in bulletins, beacons, and possibly the newspaper. 

 

 

I give permission for my child’s picture to be taken during church events and used for different 

activities going on in the church. 

 

*___________________    _______________ Date________________ 

 

 

I do not want my child’s picture taken.  

 

 

*_____________________         ____________ Date_________________  

  

 
WE HAVE HAD MANY COMPLAINTS FROM PARENTS AND YOUTH ABOUT CELL PHONES, IPODS, 

ETC. IN CLASS. 

SO THIS YEAR THEY WILL NOT BE ALLOWED IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES. PARENTS PLEASE TAKE 

THEM FROM YOUR CHILD BEFORE THEY COME TO CLASS. THERE WILL BE A BASKET ENTERING THE 

CLASSROOM IF THE CHILD DOES BRING IT TO CLASS, THEY WILL NEED TO PUT IT IN THE BASKET AND 

PICK IT UP AFTER CLASS. 
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First Church Congregational 

Safety Guidelines and Procedures: 
 

As part of the Church Safety program being put in place by our Behavioral Safety Committee the 
Christian Education Committee has worked with them to put a program in place for all those people 
and committees that work with the youth of our church.  
 

• Open Door Policy – There will be an “Open Door” Policy in effect on all programs involving children 
and youth: parents of the children, clergy, administrative and professional staff have the right to visit 
and observe any program unannounced.           
     

• Meetings – All youth meetings will be planned and coordinated through the Christian Education 
Committee and the Director. Meetings and classes will be planned so that one adult is never alone 
in the building with children or youth.  Staff and volunteers will not make secret plans or arrange 
secret meetings with children or youth. All meetings are to be posted on the church calendar. 
             

• Offenses – Any person charged with a violent offense or sexual offense and convicted will not be 
involved with our youth in any manner. This includes sitting on the Christian Education Committee. 
              

• Personal Protection – No adult will EVER be alone with any infant, child or adolescent where they 
cannot be visually observed by others (unless the child is their own child).  Two adults will be present 
in all groups of youth and children when you are the only group meeting in the church. As the Crib 
Room attendant there must always be another Adult or High School Student in the room at all times 
with he/she. The Church will obtain and have on file a CORI (Criminal Official Records Investigation) 
for the Crib Room attendant, as well as all Sunday School Teachers, Youth Leaders and Staff and 
anyone else that works with the children. The minister may be involved in a one on one counseling 
session as long as an additional adult is in the building and someone else is aware of the meeting.  

 
Agreement Form – All Parents of children participating in any programs at First Church need to fill out 
and return an onsite Agreement Form. This form allows your child to attend all activities held at First 
Church Congregational Methuen. Special Medical Needs: If there are specific needs the parent or 
guardian needs to include that information on the permission form. Please be specific if there are certain 
procedures that need to be followed.       
 

• Activity Approval – Any adult chaperone of Church children or youth will obtain approval of the 
Christian Education Committee or Director of Christian Education as part of the pre-approval of the 
plans for every event. 

 

• Overnight Activities – During overnight activities, boys and girls will be physically separated when 
sleeping. A signed permission form stating where and when the night is to be spent will be received 
for each child.  

          

• Supervision – Children, age Crib Room-Grade 5, who come to church for any program will be 
supervised properly until they are dismissed to their parent or guardian.  

 
o Children, Grades 6-12, may be dismissed from class with signed agreement form from 

parents.  
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o No children may be left in any room at any time without an Adult or High School Aide. 
 

o If there is an individual who does NOT have the parent’s permission to pick up a child, the 
details must be made known on the agreement form in writing or to the adult leader prior to 
the event. 
 

o The Adult leader has the right to refuse permission for any child to stay if there is ANY 
concern about rides, or if there have been problems with a child not following the Safety 
Guidelines and Procedure Agreement Form rules at any time. 

 

• Rides Home – Clergy, youth leaders, choirmasters, etc., should not drive children home. If at some 
point a child needs a ride home from another adult other than their parent, the parent youth leader 
or adult in charge and give permission. No one under the age of 21 is allowed to drive to any off site 
programs run by the church.         

 

• Physical Contact - Physical contact such as wrestling, horseplay, sardines, or other high contact 
games are not appropriate for any reason. 

 
Behavior – All participants in all groups are expected to remain with the group throughout the times 
listed in the church publications.  No pairing, or otherwise separating off from the group to other parts 
of the building or grounds is permitted, unless under the direct instruction of the leader present.  When 
such splitting off is part of the program, the leader takes responsibility to ensure that the standards 
listed in this policy are followed at all times. All participants will demonstrate respectful behavior and 
appropriate language     
 
Notification – Any inappropriate conduct or relationship between an adult and a child or youth and any 
injuries, bruises, or behavior which are suspicious in nature need to be reported to the Behavioral Safety 
Committee as soon as possible.  The names of the individuals on the Behavioral Safety Committee will 
be prominently displayed at the office and made available to everyone interested.  
 
Rules ALL kids should abide by: 

• Check in, Check out with leader. 

• Travel in Twos- bathroom, supplies, snacks, etc. 

• No secret meetings. 

• Leave with the person you came with. 

• Have your parent’s sign permission form for offsite activities 

• Stay with your group do not go off alone 
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Save the Date! 
 

3rd ANNUAL SAMARITANS OF MERRIMACK VALLEY 
WALK FOR HOPE 

 
The Samaritans of Merrimack Valley sponsor a 1 ½ mile walk to support those affected by 

suicide and raise awareness of mental health issues in our community.  We partner with Samaritans 
for our annual Stride Into the Light Walk in the Spring, and are supporting their fall walk.   
 

Saturday, October 19, 2019 

Willows Professional Park 

811 Turnpike St, North Andover 

Registration:  8:30 am 

Walk begins at 9:30 am 

https://www.fsmv.org/walkforhope/ 

 
The money raised in the past two years have enabled them to hire an additional part-time staff 

member to reach out and provide education about suicide prevention across the Merrimack Valley.  
Additional services also provided include loss survivor support and improvements to the crisis help line. 

 
Please consider becoming a team member or supporting the team through a donation.  This is 

a great family activity, and there is no charge for children under 12.   It is a very worthy cause. 
 
 
 

  

https://www.fsmv.org/walkforhope/
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
01 Shirley Barbagallo, Joan Zonfa 
09 John Pavlenkov  
10 Julianna Buck 
12 Kenneth Peck 
13 Nancy Drummond, Sally Williamson 
17 Beth Buck 
18 Sally Dockham, Kathy Romano 
25 Debra Brown 
26 Larry Sliney 
30 Janet Diver 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
07 Joyce Koop 
  

 

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 
9/1 Melissa & Justin Hodgkins Married 3 years 
9/3 Jonathan & Stacy Bennett Married 8 years 
9/6 David & Sally Williamson Married 55 years 
9/16 Patrick & Terry Romano Married 46 years 
9/20 Paul & Shirley Barbagallo Married 43 years 
9/19 Gary & Sally Dockham Married 21 years 
9/25 Michael & Diane Alaimo Married 38 years 
9/27 Richard & Nancy Drummond Married 55 years 
9/30 Charlene & Matthew Bunting Married 13 years 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
10/4 Michael & Cynthia Causbie Married 33 years 
10/6 John & Carole Silva Married 29 years 
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First Church Congregational 
 United Church of Christ 
 26 Pleasant Street 
 Methuen, MA 01844-3199 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 
 


