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“GETTING PARSONAL” 
Rev. William D. Ingraham 

 

September is here. Already? Finally? Really? How?! Not long ago, in a draft email I had sent to 

Roberta for distribution to the congregation, I had mistakenly named the date as” July 127.” She wrote 

me back, saying, “I know it seems like it, but July really hasn’t been that long.” 
 

In my seminary days, I had an older, respected friend, a retired attorney who was a member of 

my home congregation at the time. It was the church that sponsored me for ordination. He often referred 

to history as “the great oblong blur.” The expression amused me and sparked my imagination. I was a 

man in my mid-twenties. I thought I understood what he meant. The past somewhat runs together as 

we age, and it can be a trick to remember what happened when, where and with whom. And so, every 

time Jim referred to “the great oblong blur of history,” like our other friends, many of them nearer to his 

age, I would chuckle. Having now accumulating a small handful of additional decades to my life, and 

especially having lived through these recent pandemic months, both together with and apart from the 

rest of the world, my understanding of that oblong blur has grown immensely. 

 

Days, weeks and months seem somehow to merge together, and demarcations of time’s 

passage grow unclear. When was it that happened? Who was it that said that particular thing? When 

 

First Church Congregational  
United Church of Christ 

26 Pleasant Street 
Methuen, MA  01844-3199 
Telephone: (978) 687-1240 

 

Rev. William D. Ingraham, Senior Pastor 
pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com 

 

Roberta Jurovich, Office Manager 

firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com  
 

www.firstchurchmethuen.com  

 

mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/


-2- 

did we go there? Having lived in different regions of the country throughout my career, in some ways, I 

have the advantage over people who have spent their lives in one place. If I can remember where I 

was at the time, I can get that much closer to when it was that a particular thing occurred. Yet still, the 

details grow fuzzy around the edges, and my mind reinterprets things more from a perspective that is 

more personal than historical. What happened gets colored by my aspirations, hopes, perspective, 

prejudices and desires. I wonder sometimes if anyone can clearly, objectively recall the past, what, with 

our capacity to remember (Re-member? Assemble to our liking?) history from our own point of view, 

with all of our biases and agendas. 
 

And so, my personal understand history, and “the past,” my past, has evolved through the 

subsequent thirty years of my life.  
 

Then came the pandemic. Life as we’ve known it, and the demarcation of time, came to a sudden 

and dramatic stop. Days turned into weeks, and weeks, months, and months, seemingly, eternity. 

Especially when we were mostly sheltering in place, but also since many of us have hazarded more 

mobility, most of the major milestones that have used to mark the passage of time simply disappeared. 

Week after week, life remains much the same. Even events like worship, meetings, trips to the store or 

other errands, all have a measure of “sameness” to them. Seasons seem to be the most reliable marker 

for time’s passage. It was cold. Then it wasn’t quite so cold. Then it was sunny and nice. Next, hot. 

REALLY hot! Hot. And now, cooler again, at least for a little bit. 
 

Yet time has not stood still, and especially so for First Church Congregational. People have been 

at work in the background, keeping our ministry moving forward despite the need to further delay in-

person gatherings as a church.  

• The food pantry serves increasing numbers of families week after week. Chapel School 

moves closer to reopening, even with registration remaining low due to understandable 

caution on the part of families.  

• Committees and Ministry Teams work to move our agenda forward:  

o Stewardship preparing for our annual pledge campaign;  

o Membership Development and Communication managing technology for worship, 

specifically the new broadcast equipment for the sanctuary;  

o Outreach preparing to launch a new project while supporting ongoing ministries like the 

MAN, Inc. Back to School Backpack project.  

o Finance keeping close tabs on income and expenses. Trustees cleaning up, maintaining 

and planning for our facility’s care, both church and parsonage.  

• And of course, the Board, helping to hold all of our ministries together on behalf of the whole 

church and the community, all the while monitoring the pandemic in our community and 

region to discern when it’s appropriate for us to gather together again for worship.  
 

In short, though it often feels like we’re standing still through these days of pandemic, First 

Church Congregational is not standing still. We are definitely moving forward! We continue to be an 

active, faithful congregation, serving God in Christ’s name, aspiring, in every way we can, to live up to 

our mission statement:  
 

 Seeking God. Caring for each other. Improving our community. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

 - Bill  
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Sunday Worship on Facebook Live & YouTube 
and Virtual Gatherings, via Zoom, 

during this time of social distancing. 
 

To see all present who’s using Zoom video, you’ll want to attend on your computer. The website 
will fill your screen with a grid of everybody’s video. It’s like looking at the old “Hollywood Squares” TV 
show, only populated by your friends and loved ones! If you use your tablet or smart phone, you can 
see us four people at a time, swiping though different screens to see everyone. And if you call from a 
landline, you’ll be able to hear the whole conversation, just not seeing anybody. 

 
Sunday Morning Worship 

 
On Sunday morning, starting at 10:00 AM, our weekly worship service can be seen 

on Facebook Live (www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen).  It will be posted on our 
YouTube channel later on Sunday morning, after the service ends on Facebook.  This 
service will continue on Sunday mornings into the summer; there will be no Wednesday 
evening services in July. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Fellowship Time after Sunday Worship 
 

 Fellowship Time resumes Sunday, September 20th, from 11:00 AM – 12:00 NOON, 
over Zoom, following the worship service seen at 10:00 AM on Facebook Live.  A Zoom link 
will be provided via the Friday email to access this weekly gathering.  

. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Morning Coffee on Wednesdays 
 

Resuming on Wednesday, September 9th, from 8:00 – 9:00 AM, join Pastor Bill and 
brew your own coffee or tea, grab a glass of orange juice or chocolate milk, for friendly 
fellowship and conversation.  You can even eat your breakfast with us if you like!  A Zoom 
link will be provided via a Tuesday email to access the weekly gathering.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Monthly Evening Happy Hour with Bill 
 

At 7:00 PM, on the fourth Wednesday of the month (September 23rd), we’ll have an 
informal gathering for friendship and conversation. Just like our gatherings in a restaurant, 
you’re welcome to have the beverage of your choice, be that soda, a cocktail, coffee or 
water.  The same Zoom link that works for Morning Coffee will work for Happy Hour. 

http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen
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Welcome Sunday 2020 
 

"Welcome Sunday” will be very different this year! We continue to worship and conduct the 
business of the church virtually. While we don’t know when we’ll return to public worship, we do know 
it won’t be in September. So, what will happen on Welcome Sunday this year? It’s not yet time for the 
choir to return, for Sunday school to resume, or for fellowship to move back into Parish Hall. And we 
certainly won’t be holding our annual cookout. So, what will happen? I’m aware of two things in 
particular. 

 
Welcome Sunday will mark the virtual return of worship to our sanctuary. We are in the process 

of installing a new broadcast system in the church. When it’s completed, we will have three unobtrusive 
cameras, operated remotely from a computer behind the congregation in the rear of the sanctuary. This 
will allow us to broadcast live each and every week, to Facebook, YouTube, our website and more. 
Hopefully, the system will be installed by mid-September. Whichever Sunday we get the new system 
up and running will be declared “Welcome Sunday.” It will be a joyful day! Your financial support for the 
new broadcast system is still needed. To date, we’ve raised about 25% of the $20,000 needed to 
complete the project. 

 
Welcome Sunday will also mark a return to programming for our children. I’m preparing a series 

of brief video lessons to be made available every Sunday for four to six weeks. I will share key Bible 
stories, along with some simple, at-home activity that our kids can do, either along with me, virtually, or 
after the lesson is over. I’ve yet to figure out how the lesson will be published, either as an email, 
through Facebook and YouTube, or by some other means. I’ll be consulting with our technical/social 
media experts for their recommendations. More details will be available when Welcome Sunday is 
scheduled. I’m hoping teachers will join me in creating lessons beyond my initial 4-6 lessons. 

 
So, while I can’t name the specific date for Welcome Sunday, I can invite you to look forward to 

it! Of course, we all pray for the time when we will be able safely to return to public worship, fellowship, 
meetings and more. May God hasten the day! 
 
Faithfully, 
 

~ Bill  
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Planning a Meeting? 
 

The church has purchased a Zoom Business Account. This allows any 
committee or ministry team chair, Sunday school teacher, youth leader, staff 
member, or anybody else in our church, to host a virtual meeting or hold a virtual 
event.  

 
Want to give it a try? Speak with Pastor Bill, or a member of the Membership 

Development and Communication Committee to learn how. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Prayer and Visit Requests 
 

If you, or someone you know, is need of prayer or a visit, please contact Rev. 
Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  

 
 

To have someone included on the bulletin prayer list, please let Roberta in the 
Church Office know at firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  No request 
is too big or too small!    

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 
Original Artwork by Emily Jurovich 

mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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At their August meeting, our Church Board adopted the following statement of tolerance in 
response to the tragic deaths of numerous African Americans.  The statement was drafted by our Open 
and Affirming Committee with collaboration from others in our church family. The ONA Committee made 
final edits before forwarding it to the Board, who considered it intentionally and adopted the statement 
as written with one abstention. 

Seeking God.  Caring for each other.  Improving our community. 
 

Our mission statement – our guiding light -- is comprised of these nine words. After 

witnessing the tragic deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery and so many 

others, this statement feels more necessary than ever before. 

 

These three ideas, our faith, our compassion, and our engagement in the community, are 

deeply connected. We cannot seek God and attempt to improve our community until we honestly 

care for each other, irrespective of race, gender, sexual orientation and other traits that make 

each of us who we are. 

 

Each time we come together to worship, our Pastor begins with the same quote: “No matter 

who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here”. We pride ourselves in 

the fact that we are not defined by doctrine or separated by our identities, rather we are united 

through our combined desire to serve God and work to build a stronger and more inclusive 

community. 

 

This is not a new revelation for us at First Church. It has long been part of our identity.  In 

recognition of this, our Deacons adopted the following statement in 2013: 

 

“At First Church Congregational we welcome all persons, including those of all races, 

ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, family structures, faith 

backgrounds, abilities and economic circumstances, into the full life and ministry of the church”. 

 

As the Bible states: 

 

“God has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to 

do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8) 

 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor 

female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28) 

 

We are devoted to sparking change in our community and creating a congregation that is 

accepting and proud of all of our brethren in Christ. We hope that you will join us, doing as we 

were taught in the Bible, to help our neighbors and advocate for those without a voice to create 

a more equitable and inclusive nation and world.  
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Stories of the Cross 
 

A Source of Comfort 
 
                It’s never fun sitting in the doctor’s office, especially at Christmas.  One parishioner was 
having their labs drawn for a myriad of tests.  Even though this was just routine checkup, one can’t help 
but to worry a bit.  Luckily, she had her comfort cross providing what she needed at the time – comfort!  
 
                The lab tech noticed it in her hand, and she especially liked the heart.  The tech told her a 
friend of hers had a recent loss, and they were told to light a white candle.  She said it helps guide the 
person who has died so they can offer comfort to the person left behind.  The church member told the 
tech that she had an extra cross and gave it to her.  The tech was overcome with emotion and they 
wished each other a blessed Christmas.  
 
                They honestly do not know what it is about the cross.  If it strengthens by faith, or lets us 
know we really do have faith.  Is it the wood?  Is it the heart?  Is it because we hold it close and use it 
as a security blanket?  Is it the fact that each one was made and hand finished by a member of our 
church?  We do not have the answers.  We only know how each of us is drawn to the wood – the 
smoothness, ridges, and the way it feels in our hands.  …and of course, the comfort it brings.  

 
 

 
 

 
These stories of the cross are documented from true experiences related to a mission of First Church 
Congregational. We invite you to make your own experience through the simple act of sharing part of our faith 
through the cross. If you find a moment where they have made an impact on yourself or others, we invite you to 
share it with us anonymously. Please contact Josh Ferry for more information. 
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From the Stewardship Ministry Team… 
 

 
 
So many people I have spoken to since March tell me they have been clinging onto faith to get 

them through these troubling times. During my church meetings, my school meetings and in talking 
with my family and friends, I find that “having faith” is what is pushing many of us through each day. As 
stated in Hebrews 11, “faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not 
see.”   

 
Everyone I know is living through their faith right now, hoping for past normal routines to fall back 

into place and the assurance for a happy and healthy future. Perhaps this is why our many ministries 
continue to thrive at First Church: 

 

• Each week, you continue to knit prayer shawls, hats, scarves and blankets.  
 

• Each week, you continue to sew for people living far away.  
 

• Each week, you cook meals for friends in need.  
 

• Each week, you write letters to those who are unable to leave their homes.  
 

• Each week you seek out ways to make school for our youngest Chapel Children welcoming, 
safe, educational and fun.  
 

• Each week, you connect our church family and the wider community with technology so that 
we can be in worship together, and see and hear each other.  
 

• Each week, you are making improvements to our beautiful church, the grounds and the 
parsonage.  
 

• Each week, you are giving out comfort crosses and making phone calls to those who may 
need some inspiration or love.  
 

• Each week, you are seeking out ways to show gratitude for one another.  
 

• Each week, you are donating food, money and supplies to meet the needs of our Food Pantry 
and our Back to School Backpack Project.  
 

• Each week, you are assembling and passing out hundreds of bags of food to those who need 
support.  
 

• Each week, you are baking and individually wrapping cookies to be given with the food pantry 
bags so that others can have an extra special treat that week.  
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• Each week, you are in fellowship with one another, either in thought or prayer, in person, by 
phone, by text, on Facebook or in zoom.  

 
Why do we continue with all of these ministries? Why do we continue to pour out our hearts and 

souls and empty our pockets when many of us may be struggling and have so little to give at this time?  
 
We do it because we have faith. We are moved into action because of our faith in God, our faith 

in each other, and our faith in community.  
 
May we continue to support one another and hold onto our faith! 

 
Stewardship Ministry Team: 
Kim Valcourt –chairperson, Rev. Bill Ingraham, Ken Peck, Marilyn Peck, Robyn Sliney, Glenn Sprague 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Ways to Donate 
 
If you would like to make a donation to any of the ministries of First Church, you can send a 

check to the Church Office and write the name of the ministry on the memo line. Also, we continue to 
make deposits every week and if you are able and not already committed to e-giving, there are several 
ways to continue your pledging: 
 

▪ You can put a check in the mail with a note saying pledge income. The church address is:  
First Church Congregational                                                                                                                             

United Church of Christ                                                                                                                                            
26 Pleasant Street                                                                                                                                                    

Methuen, MA 01844-3119 
 

▪ Click the Donate button on our Facebook page which goes to www.firstchurchmethuen.com, 
then select More, then select Ways to Donate.  

 

▪ You can use a phone app called Vanco Give Plus. Download the app onto your phone, search 
for our church (it falls under First Church Congregation) and then set up your profile and method 
of payment (you only need to set this up once). 

 

▪ You can go to the end of the Beacon where it asks if you would like to make an electronic 
donation. Use your smart phone or table to scan the QR code (the black and white square image) 
and follow the prompts. If you would like your donation earmarked for a specific ministry you can 
let the church office know by calling or emailing and leaving a message (see email and phone 
number below). 

 

▪ If you would like to change your pledge to an e-giving pledge you can contact the church office 
and ask for a form to be mailed to your house. The church number is 978-687-1240 or you can 
send an email to firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com.  
 

Thank you! 

http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/
mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 
 

Random Acts of Kindness Ministry 
The Outreach Team kicks off its new Random Acts of Kindness Ministry in this 

issue of the Beacon with an article geared to adults and another for our youth.  Each 
month for the following year, we will share ideas to help us focus on “kindness” with 
suggestions of Random Acts of Kindness (RAK) you can do. 

  
We felt it was important to begin with a focus on being kind to yourself.  The stress of dealing 

with the pandemic and the pervasive anger that is around us takes its toll.  Think about what kindness 
means to you, look around you to find examples of kindness, and just take some time for yourself.  
Kindness to yourself is not selfishness.  It is taking care of you during a stressful time. 

  
We would love to have your feedback, sharing examples of your acts and those of others, with 

words, pictures, or videos.  Send whatever you have to RAKatFCC@comcast.net.  We hope to be able 
to share stories of kind acts with you just as Josh Ferry shares “Stories of the Cross” each month. 
 

Samaritans Virtual Walk for Hope 
We have just received word from the Samaritans of Merrimack Valley that they are doing their 

4th VIRTUAL Walk for Hope, October 11, 2020 – October 17, 2020 to raise awareness of mental 
health challenges and suicide prevention in our communities.  The Samaritans are one of the 
community organizations for which we raised money last year with our “Stride into the Light” 5K 
walk/run.  Although we did not hold that race this year due to the pandemic, we still want to support the 
Samaritans.  Because of COVID-19, the need for their services will increase over the next few years.  
We support them so they can continue to provide trainings, support services, for loss survivors and 
attempt survivors, and to keep their crisis line staffed so they can achieve their mission. 

  
This year we encourage our church family and friends to register for the Virtual Walk for Hope.  

As we did last year, we will register a team called First Church Stride Team.   During October 11 – 
17, the Samaritans ask people to walk 4,000 steps a day, to send photos of themselves so they can 
post them on their walk page, and to fund raise, if possible.  The Walk will culminate with a virtual 
gathering on October 17. 

  
Go to https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/WalkForHope/team/FIRSTCHURCHSTRIDETEAM to 

register.  The registration fee is $30.00.  All registrants will receive a bib.  This link connects you to our 
team page and allows you to either register as a walker or make a donation to the team. We hope you 
will take advantage of this opportunity to support our team and the Samaritans.  

  
 

 

mailto:RAKatFCC@comcast.net
https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/WalkForHope/team/FIRSTCHURCHSTRIDETEAM
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 
 

 
The Outreach Team has been sidelined a bit during the pandemic, but Lori Bennett and Barbara 

Donaghue, as the Random Acts of Kindness team leaders, have been busy working behind the scenes 
searching for ways to reach out to our church family.   

 
Random Acts of Kindness is one initiative identified in our Interest Survey as something to 

explore.  We therefore are going to have monthly Beacon articles on Random Acts of Kindness with 
suggestions, quotes, a Bible verse and readings for both adults and children. 

 
For September, we would like to start with kindness for yourself.  In times of stress and 

uncertainty, it is important to remember that we need to be kind to ourselves.  Here are some suggested 
actions: 

• Start by taking time to think about what kindness means to you 

• Think of ways that you have given and received kindness 

• Enjoy a moment in the outdoors during the summer and fall months  

• Take a walk outside 

• Sit on a park bench, read a book have an extra cup of tea or coffee with your feet up, walk 
along a beach, and reflect on the wonders you encounter.  Slow down for just a bit as a 
kindness you need and deserve. 

 
Quote:  

“Kindness is the golden chain by which society is bound together.” 
~ Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe  

 
Suggested reading (book):   

BE KIND:  A Year of Kindness One Week at a Time 
by Melissa Burmester and Jaclyn Lindsey. 

 
Bible Verse:  

Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
~ Colossians 3:12   

 
Finally, we would love to have your feedback. share examples of your kind acts, and any 

drawings, videos, pictures, or whatever you have, for September.  Send your thoughts to 
RAKatFCC@comcast.net 
 

Thank you, and go be kind! 
 

  

mailto:RAKatFCC@comcast.net
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 
 

 

Random Acts of Kindness for our Youth 
 

During the next year, we have a fun project planned for all of you. It is very simple. We would 
like you all to spread a little bit of kindness.  Each month for the following year, we will include some 
ideas to help us all focus on being kind and spreading Random Acts of Kindness or RAK. This will 
become a monthly Beacon article, and hopefully include kindness stories offered by our congregants.   

 
For the youth we will begin with our focus on the book “Kindness Rocks”, by Sonica Ellis. 
 
If you cannot get the book, please let me know (mrsweb3@gmail.com) and we will make sure 

you have it.  Parents, “Kindness Rocks” is a great book to get for the kids, so is “Train Your Dragon 
To Be Kind”, by Steve Herman and  “Kindness Starts With You - At School” by Jacquelyn Stagg.  It 
would be nice to read to the younger children to help them see and understand things better. 
September will be a time that we would like you to do something nice for “YOU”.  

                   
Here are some ideas that you might think about doing for you:  

 

1. Say a special prayer every day for you! 
 

2. Take a minute and look at the stars at night. 
 

3. Put down your electronics and read a book (Kindness Rocks book ☺), take a walk, or just 
sit and relax for a while. 
 

4. If you can’t get something to work, take a break, try later, or ask for help.  
 

5. Smile… It will make you feel great. 
 

6. Look for some rocks. Make a Kindness rock or two. You may paint it, or just write a word 
on it. Whatever you would like. Save it, as we will want to collect them in June to make 
our Kindness Garden. 

 
Start small, we have lots more to share during the upcoming year. We would love you to share 

examples of your kind acts, pictures, videos, or other things you are doing. Please send them to 
RAKatFCC@comcast.net.    

 

  

mailto:mrsweb3@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/Steve-Herman/e/B0762XW95J/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Kindness-Starts-You-At-School/dp/1775183319/ref=sr_1_15?dchild=1&keywords=kids+books+about+kindness&qid=1596744916&sr=8-15
mailto:RAKatFCC@comcast.net
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Walking Group for Fitness and Fellowship 
 

Tuesdays in September 
Please join us in walking together for fitness and fellowship at Raymond J. Martin Riverside Park 

along the Merrimack River in Methuen at 9:00 AM on Tuesday mornings in September.  The location 
along the river provides an ever-changing view of nature.  The leaves will be changing before we know 
it, and as you can see from last year’s photos, they will be beautiful.  To maintain safety, we wear 
masks, walk in pairs, and maintain social distance.  We will meet at the park at 9:00 AM on 9/1, 9/8, 
9/15, 9/22 and 9/29. The park is located on Riverside Drive at the end of Burnham Rd.  All are welcome!  
We hope you can join us! 
 

Sunday Walk on the Methuen Rail Trail 
Who is interested in a walk with friends after church on Sunday, September 13th at 12:00 PM? 

We will most likely not be back in church in person so we will meet at the back of the MSPCA parking 
lot and walk the Rail Trail to the Methuen Depot and back.  We will pair up and walk wearing masks to 
maintain safety.   
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First Church Congregational, Methuen (FCC)  
and the Methuen Arlington Neighborhood, Inc. (MAN, Inc.)  

2020 Back to School Project 
 

First Church Congregational, Methuen (FCC) and the Methuen Arlington Neighborhood, Inc. 
(MAN, Inc.) partnered for the 10th consecutive year to ensure children from the Methuen Arlington 
neighborhood were fully-prepared to go back to school.   

  

Thanks to the financial generosity of many local people and businesses like Methuen’s Masonic 
Lodge, Commonwealth Motors, Methuen Exchange Club, the Party Connection, Methuen Fire Fighters 
IAFF Local #1691, Methuen Police Superior Officers Association, Mayor Neil Perry and former Mayor 
Jim Jajuga, along with local national retailer New Balance Footwear Company.  Backpacks and school 
supplies were donated by Holy Family Hospital, Methuen.   

  

Volunteers at FCC got the sizing measurements of each child and then shopped at Old Navy 
and Walmart as well as New Balance’s donation of sneakers to get every kid jeans, tee shirts and 
hooded sweatshirts and shoes for the school year. With this outpouring from the community, the MAN, 
Inc. Back to School Project helped 55 children on their way back to school. 

  

All children were invited to pick up their personalized clothes, backpacks and school supplies at 
the “Mall Day” event, which, due to COVID-19 safety measures, was held outside at the MAN, Inc. 
Tenney Street Park.  The Saturday event featured each child who was assisted by a personal volunteer 
to help pick up clothing that was especially sized for them, and enjoy a free ‘to go’ lunch donated by 
Methuen’s Masonic Lodge. Special thanks go to Mike Hargreaves and Sam Drogin of the Methuen 
Masonic Lodge, as well as Mayor Neil Perry, Methuen City Councilors Allie Saffie, Joel Faretra, Jessica 
Finochiaro, Aaron from Rep. Frank Moran’s office and Callie from Senator Diana DiZoglio’s office for 
being such amazing and wonderful volunteers! 

   

“By assisting these children, it not only helps them begin school with the physical necessities of 
clothing and supplies; it sends the message that the Methuen community cares about their success in 
school, and it boosts their self-esteem as they start the school year,” said Linda Soucy, of MAN, Inc.  

  

The event strives to also teach all recipients the joy of giving back.  We offer them the chance 
to make hand crafted cards to be mailed to Support our Troops. Special thanks to Aubrie Campbell, 
Nick Comerford and Jennifer Cabrera-Vincenti for helping the children make their cards at the craft 
table. 

 

Special thanks to members of my First Church family who helped in every aspect of this event 
– Beth Buck, Becky Smith, Carole & John Silva, Cindy Bateson, Barbara Donaghue, Irene Maggio, 
Carol Gray and Josh Ferry. 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets year-round and always welcomes anyone who 
wishes to be part of this ministry.  Knitting or crocheting experience is not a prerequisite 
to becoming a member.  Come for the fellowship and someone will be glad to help you if 
needed. Please contact or Anne Benedix or Carol Gray for more information.   

 
We invite you to join us on Wednesdays from 1:30 - 3:30 PM, via Zoom. 

 
The Zoom link will be provided weekly to Prayer Shawl Ministry members.  If you 

would like to attend, please email the Church Office at firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com for 
the link. 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

 

mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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The Chapel School 
 

We are hopeful that Chapel will be reopening its doors soon to welcome our 

little ones back.  It has been a busy Summer with much paperwork from the State and 

building our enrollment.  Both have been challenges. 

 

Reduced class sizes by half and intensified cleaning throughout the day will be the new 

normal.  We have had to make adjustments in the layout of the classrooms so that children can 

be socially distanced.  Not what one would expect from preschool, but this is the new reality.   

 

Enrollment has been up and down.  Parents are nervous, especially at this age level.  I truly 

understand their concerns and family situations.  I have had many endearing conversations with 

parents.  The one thing I remind them of is that we are all in this together.  We are coming back 

too and will take every precaution to keep their children and ourselves safe.   

 

We are getting the building ready.  The cleaning service has done a deep cleaning, 

shampooing the rugs, waxing the floors.  Roberta and I are getting Welcome packets put together 

to send out to parents.  Zoom parent meetings have been set up for next week in place of an Open 

House.  The teachers will be in next week to set up and prepare the classrooms.   

 

We are all looking forward to welcoming the children back.  Yes, things will be different.  

Parents will not be allowed to enter the building.  They will check their children in to us via four 

doors around the building for each classroom.  This will allow for ease of entry and keeping 

everyone on the same time schedule.  The alternative would have been to stagger the arrival 

times.  Parents will already have completed a checklist at home signed and returned to us each 

morning that their household is healthy and no one has traveled or been in contact with anyone 

else that may be sick.  

 

At this time, we will not be able to offer early morning drop off or late day pickup for 

those parents needing a longer day for their child.  These options have been suspended as we are 

not allowed to merge children from one classroom to another.   

 

We look forward to opening day, Wednesday, September 9th, with great enthusiasm, a little 

anxious, maybe a little nervous jitter but as other Directors have said to me, once you open your 

doors and the children are back, it will be fine.  It will be fine!!!!!  

 
Cindy Mazella  
Director   
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The Chapel School 
Where a Lifetime of Learning Begins 

 

Help spread the word! 

Register NOW for September 
 

 

•  2, 3 or 5 Day Preschool Programs 

•  For Children 2.9 – 5 Years Old 

• Half Day, Lunch Bunch Options 

• Low Student/Teacher Ratio 

• Affordable Rates 

• Non-Denominational 

• Over 60 Years in Methuen! 

 

Contact us for more information at 
chapelschoolmethuen@gmail.com  

 

Registration for the 2020-2021 School Year is underway! 
Secure your spot early – new state guidelines for smaller class sizes.  

 

We welcome new families to visit the school  

and discover the Chapel difference. 
 

 

mailto:chapelschoolmethuen@gmail.com
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Need Financial Help? 
 

If you, or another member of First Church you know, is need of some temporary financial assistance, 
please contact Rev. Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240. 

 
Due to the generosity of Thomas Longworth, through his estate plan, 

there are some funds available for short term financial assistance of our members. 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

What’s the REACH Ministry? 
 

Do you know of someone facing surgery, recovering from surgery or 
living with a long-term illness?  Do you know someone who has recently lost 
their job or could use financial support?  Do you know someone who suffers 
from depression or is often down in the dumps around the holidays? 

 
Maybe this person is you? 
 

If so, we can help.  Our new REACH Ministry wants to make sure that members of our 
community have a place to turn for support in their time of need.  The term REACH stands for -- 
Reliable, Engaging, Able, Caring and Heartfelt support. 
 

Contact Judi Boyko or Pat King for more information. 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
 

Would you like to make an electronic donation to the church? 
 

Use your smart phone or tablet by scanning this QR code! 
 

Or visit our website at www.firstchurchmethuen.com  
and click the “Ways to Donate” page. 

 
Thank you for your support. 

 

 

mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
01 Shirley Barbagallo, Joan Zonfa 
09 John Pavlenkov  
10 Julianna Buck 
12 Kenneth Peck 
13 Nancy Drummond, Sally Williamson 
17 Beth Buck 
18 Sally Dockham, Kathy Romano 
25 Debra Brown 
26 Larry Sliney 
30 Janet Diver 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
07 Joyce Koop 
  

 

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 
9/1 Melissa & Justin Hodgkins Married 4 years 
9/3 Jonathan & Stacy Bennett Married 9 years 
9/6 David & Sally Williamson Married 56 years 
9/16 Patrick & Terry Romano Married 47 years 
9/20 Paul & Shirley Barbagallo Married 44 years 
9/19 Gary & Sally Dockham Married 22 years 
9/25 Michael & Diane Alaimo Married 39 years 
9/27 Richard & Nancy Drummond Married 56 years 
9/30 Charlene & Matthew Bunting Married 14 years 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
10/4 Michael & Cynthia Causbie Married 34 years 
10/6 John & Carole Silva Married 30 years 
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