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Rev. William D. Ingraham 

 
As a child I was fascinated by worship. I observed the pastors and congregation closely on 

Sundays, not only listening for the sounds of worship but watching for its movement, too. As we 

gathered in the sanctuary, the organist would enter and begin playing. Some would quiet down and 

listen, but others would continue to chat or greet one another. When the prelude ended the organist 

started a hymn, and all the people rose in unison (some standing in body, some standing in spirit). We 

opened our hymnals to the right page and then stood there, waiting. And at the right moment, again, 

nobody telling us when, we all knew to start singing. The choir, in white robes and stoles, processed in 

from the back, splitting at the front of the church to enter the choir loft from either side. The clergy and 

lay leaders followed in their wake.  

 

When the hymn ended, we all remained standing for a responsive reading. Then, without being 

told, we all sat down. There is a particular sound that a congregation makes as they take their seats 

together, putting away their hymnals, shifting and settling into place. When the sanctuary grew still the 
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minister would say, “Let us pray.” All across the congregation, as if in one motion, every head bowed 

and all the eyes closed. Well, that is, every head but mine. I was observing! Occasionally my mother 

observed, too, touching me on the arm and whispering for me to bow my head. 

 

When I became the chaplain at Boy Scout camp (I spent 9 summers there), I always introduced 

prayers with “let us pray.” In fact, I used that phrase at the first churches I served, too, back when I still 

was in undergraduate school, two years before I entered seminary.  

 

I’m not sure when I changed the words I use, but at some point, perhaps in graduate school, but 

maybe after ordination, I evolved from saying “let us pray” to “please pray with me.” It feels more 

egalitarian, more invitational. “Let us pray,” can sound hierarchical to me – at least some of the time. 

It’s something one says with authority and power. Granted, the pastoral office does have both authority 

and power, and it is an important, even necessary part of serving as clergy in both church and 

community. Yet still, my preference is to lead from a more invitational posture, asserting our covenant 

to be in ministry, life and faith together, equals in the quest to be faithful and loving in Christ’s name. 

And so, at some point, I shifted to saying, “Please pray with me,” be that in worship or a meeting, or 

even when offering pray in the community.  

 

While we have grown accustomed to Facebook Live and YouTube as platforms for our weekly 

worship, and appreciate the sense of connection it affords us both with God and with each other during 

this time of global pandemic, it is a far cry from the sights and sounds of our church family gathered on 

Sunday morning. With the rise of infection rate across the country, it may be that the present pattern 

will need to continue for some time. The Board is paying close attention, taking seriously their 

responsibility to help us to be safe as we further our church’s life and ministry through these days and 

beyond. 

 

Each Sunday morning, as I sit in front of an iPhone’s camera and lead our congregation in 

worship, be it from my office or from the parsonage back yard, I hold in my mind’s eye, and in my heart, 

our whole family of faith. I remember the “regulars” who never missed a Sunday. I call to mind the folks 

who come a little less frequently, too, and even those who are able to come only occasionally. And as 

the pandemic has progressed, I have found other people coming to mind during our virtual worship. I 

am aware of friends and loved ones from other parts of the country or world, many of whom have joined 

us regularly in our online worship. But additionally, I’ve started to sense the saints of the church – folks 

who have died and gone to their heavenly reward, yet somehow are coming to mind for me. Some are 

people from this congregation, and others are from other churches I have served. Even my parents 

have come to mind, sometimes separately and sometimes together. It has been an unexpected 

blessing through these months of virtual worship, this sense of connection that has grown, week by 

week. 

 

Every Sunday, when I start a prayer by saying, “please pray with me,” I bow my head and close 

my eyes, remembering, imagining the sound of a gathered congregation settling into place, each of us 

tuning heart and mind to be present together before God. And every Sunday, without exception, I feel 

empowered for life and faith, not only in the moment of worship together, but throughout the week, too. 

I hope you feel the same. 

 

Please pray with me...  

Faithfully yours, 

       - Bill 
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Sunday Worship on Facebook Live & YouTube 
and Virtual Gatherings, via Zoom, 

during this time of social distancing. 
 

To see all present who’s using Zoom video, you’ll want to attend on your computer. The website 
will fill your screen with a grid of everybody’s video. It’s like looking at the old “Hollywood Squares” TV 
show, only populated by your friends and loved ones! If you use your tablet or smart phone, you can 
see us four people at a time, swiping though different screens to see everyone. And if you call from a 
landline, you’ll be able to hear the whole conversation, just not seeing anybody. 

 
Sunday Morning Worship 

 
On Sunday morning, starting at 10:00 AM, our weekly worship service can be seen 

on Facebook Live (www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen).  It will be posted on our 
YouTube channel later on Sunday morning, after the service ends on Facebook.  This 
service will continue on Sunday mornings into the summer; there will be no Wednesday 
evening services in July. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Fellowship Time after Sunday Worship 
 

Every Sunday, from 11:00 AM – 12:00 NOON, we will have virtual Fellowship over 
Zoom, following the worship service seen at 10:00 AM on Facebook Live.  A Zoom link will 
be provided via the Friday email to access this weekly gathering.  

. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Morning Coffee on Wednesdays 
 

Every Wednesday morning, from 8:00 – 9:00 AM, brew your own coffee or tea, or 
grab a glass of orange juice or chocolate milk, and join in the conversation.  You can even 
eat your breakfast with us if you like!  A Zoom link will be provided via a Tuesday email to 
access the weekly gathering.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Monthly Evening Happy Hour with Bill 
 

At 7:00 PM, on the fourth Wednesday of the month (May 27th), we’ll have an informal 
gathering for friendship and conversation. Just like our gatherings in a restaurant, you’re 
welcome to have the beverage of your choice, be that soda, a cocktail, coffee or water.  
The same Zoom link that works for Morning Coffee will work for Happy Hour. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen
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Planning a Meeting? 
 

The church has purchased a Zoom Business Account. This allows any 
committee or ministry team chair, Sunday school teacher, youth leader, staff 
member, or anybody else in our church, to host a virtual meeting or hold a virtual 
event.  

 
Want to give it a try? Speak with Pastor Bill, or a member of the Membership 

Development and Communication Committee to learn how. 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

Prayer and Visit Requests 
 

If you, or someone you know, is need of prayer or a visit, please contact Rev. 
Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  

 
 

To have someone included on the bulletin prayer list, please let Roberta in the 
Church Office know at firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  No request 
is too big or too small!    

 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

The Church Office 

    Hours 
 

The Church & Chapel School Office will remain closed to the public until further notice.   

Roberta and Rev. Ingraham continue to check emails and phone messages regularly.    

 

Do not hesitate to use the answering service to leave a message. They send your message 

via email to the Church Office & Pastor, and will help locate Rev. Ingraham if there is a pastoral 

emergency.   

  

mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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Stories of the Cross 
 

A source of beauty 
 

A member of First Church went to see an ailing aunt and uncle at their home.  It was important 
to see them, as her uncle’s health was failing.  Wearing her First Church cross necklace as she usually 
did, she was welcomed at the door.  

               
“I like your necklace – where did you get it?” her aunt asked  

 
“Our church makes them.  We make these too”, and the member handed her a one of the larger 

wooden crosses.  “People in our congregation give them away to whoever wants or needs them free 
of charge. We call them ‘comfort crosses.’”  

                
 To the member’s amazement, her aunt actually had a collection of crosses.  Tucked in a curio 

cabinet was a beautiful array of various crosses of different sizes, shapes, and origins.  It was a lovely 
sight to see.  Immediately, her aunt opened up the cabinet door and placed it right in front.   

 
“There…now I can see it every day, and think of you!” her aunt said, with a tear of joy in her eye.  
 
 

  
 

 
These stories of the cross are documented from true experiences related to a mission of First Church 
Congregational. We invite you to make your own experience through the simple act of sharing part of our faith 
through the cross. If you find a moment where they have made an impact on yourself or others, we invite you to 
share it with us anonymously. Please contact Josh Ferry for more information. 
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 
 
Time of Sharing 
 The Outreach Ministry Team met for the first time in three months on Monday, June 15 on a 
Zoom call.  We enjoyed a “Time of Sharing” in which we all caught up on what had happened to us 
during the pandemic.  Some of us were working from home, others had been furloughed, and others 
were working on projects around the house which they had put off doing previously.  We also shared 
how our families had been impacted from the pandemic.  It was good to be in community again! 
 
Update NIN Food Pantry & Food Donations 
 The Food Pantry continues to serve between 185 -190 families each week. Food donations or 
checks may be brought to the church on Wednesdays, from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM and Saturdays from 
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  We are very grateful and appreciative of this food and your cash donations 
as NIN is often not able to provide us with all the food we need for the 185+ families.  Your generous 
donations make it possible for use to be able to feed all these needy families. 
 
Review 2020 Outreach Calendar 
 We reviewed the various outreach activities we normally do from June to December.  Based on 
our current knowledge, it appears the pandemic will preclude our doing most of them, such as the 
Lazarus House “Hike for Hope” in September and the Samaritan’s “Walk for Hope” in October. 
  
We don’t know exactly how we will do it this year, but we will be doing the Thanksgiving Dinners for 
NIN in November.   We hope we will also be able to find a way to do “Gifts to the Manger.” 
 
Outreach Initiatives during the Pandemic 
 We discussed several different initiatives we might engage in during the pandemic. We explored 
ideas around a ministry of “Random Acts of Kindness.”  We also discussed how we might be able to 
help our greater Methuen community with mental health issues which people are dealing with now and 
in the future.  People are depressed for a variety of reasons, i.e., coping with job loss, isolation, and 
fear of going out, insufficient income to cover food, bills and housing. They are pondering what life will 
be like after the pandemic and how they will creatively find new ways to do things they used to do 
before the pandemic.  One member suggested an easy thing to do to think more positively is to keep a 
Gratitude Journal, listing 5 things we are grateful for each day.  It is hard not to feel more positive when 
you are feeling grateful.  
  
Several of us agreed to identify community groups which may be addressing these issues to see if 
there are ways we can help.   
 
The Outreach Team 
Cindy Bateson, Ray Benedix, Lori Bennett, Cynthia Causbie, Barbara Donahue, Deb MaueSprague, 
Pastor Bill Ingraham, Ken Peck, Sherry Petrakis, Becky Smith and Marilyn Peck, Team Leader 
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It has been increasingly difficult for Neighbors In Need to get enough food from the Merrimac 

Valley and the Greater Boston Food Banks to meet the needs of all our clients as we are currently 
serving between 900 and 1000 families each week that in need of food in our area.  Many of the sources 
we normally receive food from have dried up due to the restrictions  

 
We will be accepting both food and financial donations every Saturday from 10am and 

Noon and every Wednesday from 11 am to 1pm at First Church Congregational, Methuen in the 
parking lot on High Street behind the church.  This site will be open to accept donations of food 
and $$$$ every Saturday and Wednesday no matter how big or small until further notice.  If you 
are unable to drop off donations at either of those times contact Ken Peck at 978-687-1240 to make 
other arrangements. 
 
Methuen Neighbor’s In Need Food Pantries are in desperate need of the following items: 

 

• Peanut Butter - any brand or style 18 oz jars 

• White Chicken - any brand 15 oz cans 

• Tuna - any brand 4 oz or larger  

• Beans - Black, Red, Pink, or White - any Brand 15.25 oz cans 

• Spaghetti (preferred) or any Pasta 16 oz box or package 

• Pasta Sauce - any brand 15.25 oz cans 

• Mac & Cheese - any brand 7.25 oz or larger box 

• Pears, Peaches, Pineapple, or Mixed Fruit - any brand 15.25 oz cans 

• Whole Kernel Corn, Green Beans, Carrots, Peas - any brand 15.25 oz cans 

 

This location will be accepting food and/or cash or checks made out to First Church 
Congregational and marked in memo for Neighbors In Need Food Pantry.   
 

100% of all donations will go directly to the purchase of food for our clients. 
 
 

 Checks can also be mailed to: 

First Church Congregational 
26 Pleasant Street 

Methuen, MA 01844. 
 
 
If you want to donate via a credit card, please 

go to www.needfood.org click on “Click here for the 
NIN Response to Covid-19” to access our donate by 
credit card process. 

 

Thank you! 

   

A Team Volunteers standing in front of the 192 
bags that were filled and given out Tuesday 
evening at the food pantry.    
Carolyn, Alexandra, Louie, Bob, Justin & Irene - 
missing from the picture are Beth, Hannah & Kim          
  

http://www.needfood.org/
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Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 

Even though the Prayer Shawl knitters and crocheters are not meeting weekly 
at the church, we are still keeping very busy in our homes and keep in touch with each 
other frequently via e-mail and telephone calls.  Our members are creating a variety of 
projects--Prayer Shawls, Baby Afghans, hats for the military, and even hats for the 

Christmas Mitten Tree.  (It's never too early to get started).  Some members are even making face 
masks for family friends and health agencies.  

 
The InReach Ministry continues to keep in touch monthly with several members who are not 

able to be with us regularly for Sunday worship during normal times and we've received positive 
responses for these cards which are always sent on behalf of our entire church family.  We are grateful 
to this group which is chaired by Marge Grant.  

 
Of course, we miss our weekly gatherings which are an important part of our week and so vital 

to our mental well-being.  We look forward to a time when we can all be back together again. 
                                                                                       

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets year-round on Wednesdays from 1:30 - 3:30 PM, in 
the parlor.  Unfortunately, there are no meetings during the COVID-19 church closure.  
Knitting or crocheting experience is not a prerequisite.  Come for the fellowship and someone 
will be glad to help you if needed. Please contact or Anne Benedix or Carol Gray for more information. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
The Dash 
by Linda Ellis 

 

I read of a man who stood to speak at a funeral of a friend. 

He referred to the dates on the tombstone from the beginning...to the end. 

He noted that first came the date of birth and spoke of the following date with tears, 

but he said what mattered most of all was the dash between those years. 

For that dash represents all the time they spent alive on earth 

and now only those who loved them know what that little line is worth. 

For it matters not, how much we own, the cars...the house...the cash. 

What matters is how we live and love and how we spend our dash. 

So, think about this long and hard; are there things you'd like to change? 

For you never know how much time is left that can still be rearranged. 

To be less quick to anger and show appreciation more 

and love the people in our lives like we've never loved before. 

If we treat each other with respect and more often wear a smile.... 

remembering that this special dash might only last a little while. 

So, when your eulogy is being read, with your life's actions to rehash... 

would you be proud of the things they say about how you lived your dash? 
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Common Cathedral  
 
Sunday June 14th, was a beautiful morning. A perfect day to spend feeding and socializing with 

the homeless in Boston at Common Cathedral. 
 
Only not. There was no shopping with the youth, making sandwiches with the youth, stuffing the 

lunch bags with the youth. It all needed to be done in a single home and made by a single family.  
 
I have been doing this for over 20 years, and never would I have imagined. 
 
On Saturday, I went to BJ’s and picked up 13 dozen rolls, then to the market for 10 

pounds of ham, 10 pounds of turkey, and 150 pieces of cheese. On Saturday evening I 
labeled all the bags with a T or H, then filled all the bags with chips and an orange.  

 
At 9:00 AM Sunday, Kerri, Dan, Bill, and I began making 

sandwiches.  Jono and Stacy arrived with the boys and Ethan helped 
as well. We made 75 turkey and cheese, 75 ham and cheese, and 2 loaves of 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.  By 10:30 AM, we were done. We loaded 
everything into my van.  At 11:00 AM, Kerri and I left for Boston.  

 
There was NO traffic. So, it was a very nice drive. When we arrived at St. Paul’s Cathedral in 

Boston there was a man out front waving us in. When we got out, we asked him “how did you know we 
were coming here?”  He said he just did! He then said he was grateful to us for bringing him lunch.  

 
The crew from St. Paul’s came out to move everything inside; they were so happy we had done 

everything for them.  All they had to do was serve. It was so wonderful to be able to do something so 
needed during this time, and to still see we made someone very happy with a simple sandwich, a bag 
of chips, an orange, and a bottle of water.  

 
We were so blessed!!  A Special Thank-you to the Bennett and Bedard Families, to Meredith 

Wright and family for the donation of the oranges, and the Yarid Family for the bottled water.  
 
Blessings,  

Mrs. B  
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Have a Happy and Safe 

4th of July!! 
 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

 
 Original Artwork by Emily Jurovich 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
NOTE:  We will be sending an August Beacon this year.   

 
If you have inputs or pictures that you would like included, please send them to the 

Church Office (firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com) by Wednesday, July 15th.   
 

Thank you. 
 

 

mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com


-11- 

 

Goodbye… and Thank you. 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 

It pains my heart that I am not able to see you and to tell you all personally, I am leaving 
Massachusetts.  I wanted to tell you in person but due to quarantine/house arrest, or as I call it “time 
out” I am not able to be with you.  At least you will not see my tears this time! 

 
I apologize in advance for being so chatty.  Once I started typing I had so much to say, it was 

difficult to stop.  I hope you all understand and know the love and appreciation I have for everything 
you have helped me thru these last two plus years.   

 
I decided several months ago to relocate.  I wanted to make sure all of my ducks were in a row 

before I made the announcement.  Due to the “stay at home and social distance” orders because of 
coronavirus, I was not able to tell everyone face to face.  I have no idea when the quarantine will be 
lifted and we will once again be “set free,” to be together, so I asked Pastor Bill to post my note in our 
church Beacon to let everyone know.  I am once again asking for your patience, understanding and 
forgiveness. 

 
There are several reasons for my decision.   
 
When Don and I bought this house, it was with the intention to work until retirement, sell the 

house, and relocate somewhere else.  Methuen was never supposed to be our “forever home”.  Then 
Don’s health took a turn and the best laid plans sometimes get derailed. As you all know after Don died, 
I was a mess and it took me quite a while to be able to move on.  The house is too big for one person 
and the yard has become more than I can handle alone.  I have not felt safe in my house for some time 
and I finally decided to leave.  In my wildest dreams, I did not consider South Carolina until I visited 
friends earlier this year. What a wonderful place! I instantly felt welcomed (much like the way I was 
welcomed at First Church).  A lot of the “transplants” are from New England, Massachusetts in 
particular.   I purchased a “mound of dirt” and have not looked back!  I am excited, frightened and many 
other emotions, however, this is the right decision for me. 

 
I will miss each of you.  You have helped me laugh again and you did not mind when I cried (a 

lot)!  You invited me into your lives and hearts. You have become my family in every sense of the word.  
My thanks to everyone. 

 
I know what I am leaving behind.  Not only my First Church building (which is an amazing 

architectural structure and a favorite of mine), everything it stands for, and the community you all serve, 
but also everyone who worships at First Church. 

 
I will miss seeing your faces, smiles and hearing your voices.  I will miss your hugs.  I will miss 

your laughter.  I will miss holding your hands.  I will miss praying with you.  I will miss hearing the words 
“you are welcome here” … sung each Sunday by our choir.  I will miss my choir.  I will miss the music.  
I will miss hearing “Amen” after the last hymn is sung.  I will miss being with the ladies at Prayer Shawl.  
I learned so much about the church’s history from you.  I will miss watching my congregation arrive for 
Sunday worship and make their way to their “designated” seats and then make their way to coffee hour 
after worship.  I will miss the children’s moment part of the service. I will miss hearing your joys and 
concerns prior to worship.  I will miss my Deacons and our meetings (you are truly the best. I will never 
forget my first meeting with you)!  I will miss baking for you.  I will miss serving you during the George 
Washington and ham and bean dinners.  I always had a wonderful time and shared many laughs.  I will 
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miss seeing you at Sunday service.  I will miss the children. I will miss future Confirmation ceremonies.  
I will miss welcoming new members to our church.  I will miss going to concerts and plays with you. 
Great times with wonderful people and boat loads of laughter.  I will miss Bible study.  Of course, I will 
miss “my garden window”. (Pastor Bill once told me; I could not take the window home with me – cannot 
blame me for trying)!  I will miss the competition for the Souper Bowl of caring (yea team left)!  I will 
miss the baptisms and welcoming a new generation into our church. Even thru my tears, I enjoyed 
every minute with everyone.  I will miss gathering in groups with you.  I will miss working with you on 
the MAN project.  I will miss sharing secrets. I will miss “Welcome Sunday”. I will miss watching the 
mitten tree “grow” with donations.  I will miss the special holiday worship services. I will miss attending 
church meetings. I will miss breakfast with Bill and burgers with Bill. I will miss hearing everyone’s 
stories.  I will miss helping with setting things up for Communion Sunday and the cleanup after service 
(I really made a mess in the kitchen)!  I will miss the first Sunday when this is over and the sanctuary 
reopens for worship again.  I will miss Zoom morning coffee with Bill and fellowship with everyone.  
When we as a community have had a loss, a spouse, partner, family member, co-worker, friend or a 
pet; we gather to offer love, support and comfort to the family.  I am proud to be a part of that. 

 
I have been blessed to participate in so many activities with everyone. 
 
I will miss each of YOU.  
 
I am physically leaving Massachusetts, but my heart remains with all of you at First Church 

Congregational in Methuen.  I know I will NEVER find another church like ours and there is not a better 
congregation than ours. You are the best! 

 
I WILL NOT MISS SNOW, SLEET, ICE, SLUSH, SHOVELING… YOU GET THE PICTURE!!!! 
      
I will let Pastor Bill know when I have moved into my new house and give you my address. 
 
I will be leaving Methuen when my house sells. The new house will not be completed until 

October or November. 
 
From time to time, I plan on returning to Massachusetts for visits. 
 
I hope you will visit me in South Carolina - NOT at the same time!  I will have plenty of room for 

you, but let’s be real - not that much room!  You are always welcome. 
 
I am both honored and pleased to have met each of you and been accepted by my First Church 

family. 
 
Thank you, my friends.  I hold each of you in my heart. 
 
Be well and stay safe. 

 
Much love to you all.   
 

“Pat 3” 
(Pat Moss-Newbury) 
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Sewing Group Update: 
 

While I don't personally know how the pandemic has hit the Lakota Reservation in South Dakota, 
I can assume a few things.  Like the rest of the nation, schools have closed and are trying to continue 
lessons on-line.  This will pose a major problem for the Lakota people for 2 major reasons.  One, Wi-Fi 
is practically non-existent, and two, most households can barely afford heat, food etc.  Never mind a 
luxury such as a computer.  I can only hope that teachers are being creative and visiting students with 
learning packets, hoping that some of the learning will get accomplished.   Employment and food have 
always been in scarce supply on the reservation, so while the rest of the nation struggles with this 
problem it is an ongoing issue for the Lakota. 

 
There are many different ways to help and I wanted to pick some that I thought were more 

worthwhile. If people are interested, they can go on the web site "Friends of Pine Ridge" 
(https://friendsofpineridgereservation.org/) and learn of organizations/projects that could use a helping 
hand. A couple listed below: 
 

Re-Member is very similar to Habitat for Humanity.  The organization builds wheel chair ramps, 
front steps, bunk beds and out houses for people on the reservation.  All supplies and labor is donated.  
Their address:  

Re-Member 
PO Box 5054 

Pine Ridge, SD 57770 
 

Another organization on the reservation is called Families First.  This is where I send all the 
things that we make.  They also accept monetary donations that they may use for fuel assistance or 
similar things for families. Their address: 

First Families Now 
2904 BIA 27 

Porcupine, SD  57772 
 

Carole Silva 
For the FCC Sewing Group 
 
 
 

  

https://friendsofpineridgereservation.org/
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The Chapel School 
 

 It really didn’t seem like the last day of school.  There was no ice cream party or pizza 

party.  There were no parent volunteers helping in the classrooms.   All was quiet.   

 

We decided to take the party out to the parking lot or at least a drive thru to see each 

other for a Hello and a Good Bye.  One last time to end the school year and give back all that was 

left behind since our March closing.   

 

The school year ended with two days of “drive thru” parent pickup.  We set up tables in 

the parking lot with all the children’s portfolios, report cards, Art Show pictures and end of the 

year paperwork.  Parents drove into the parking lot to pick up all their child’s belongings.  The 

teachers were there to greet families.  It was so nice to see everyone, even for only a few minutes. 

 

It was a nice pace of cars throughout the mornings.  We were able to visit with each family 

from a distance and wish them well for the Summer and the next school year.  Some children 

were moving on to Kindergarten and others are returning to Chapel in the Fall.  We reminded 

parents who have not yet registered their child for September to do so as we will have class size 

limits this year with new guidelines to follow. 

 

The new state guidelines were released on June 8th.  We now have to start the process to 

apply to reopen the school.  New policies and procedures need to be rewritten to meet the new 

health and safety guidelines.   

 

Enrollment is still coming in slow.  Parents are still worried and cautious about sending their 

children off to school.  It will take time to resolve our fears for both staff and parents to keep 

our children safe in a classroom setting.  We are all in this together and we will get through it 

together.  It will be a busy Summer. 

 

Stay safe and as always remain true to social distancing, wearing a mask and yes lots of 

handwashing.  Till we chat again.   

 
Cindy Mazella 
Director   
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The Chapel School 
Where a Lifetime of Learning Begins 

 

Help spread the word! 

Register NOW for September 
 

 

•  2, 3 or 5 Day Preschool Programs 

•  For Children 2.9 – 5 Years Old 

• Half Day, Lunch Bunch, Full Day Options 

• Early Drop-off & Late Pick Up Options 

• Low Student/Teacher Ratio 

• Affordable Rates 

• Non-Denominational 

• Over 60 Years in Methuen! 

 

Contact us for more information at 
chapelschoolmethuen@gmail.com  

 

Registration for the 2020-2021 School Year is underway! 
Secure your spot early – new state guidelines for smaller class sizes.  

 

We welcome new families to visit the school  

and discover the Chapel difference. 
 

 

mailto:chapelschoolmethuen@gmail.com
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What’s the REACH Ministry? 
 

Do you know of someone facing surgery, recovering from surgery or 
living with a long-term illness?  Do you know someone who has recently lost 
their job or could use financial support?  Do you know someone who suffers 
from depression or is often down in the dumps around the holidays? 

 
Maybe this person is you? 
 

If so, we can help.  Our new REACH Ministry wants to make sure that members of our 
community have a place to turn for support in their time of need.  The term REACH stands for -- 
Reliable, Engaging, Able, Caring and Heartfelt support. 
 

Contact Judi Boyko or Pat King for more information. 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Need Financial Help? 
 

If you, or another member of First Church you know, is need of some temporary financial assistance, 
please contact Rev. Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240. 

 
Due to the generosity of Thomas Longworth, through his estate plan, 

there are some funds available for short term financial assistance of our members. 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
 

Would you like to make an electronic donation to the church? 
 

Use your smart phone or tablet by scanning this QR code! 
 

Or visit our website at www.firstchurchmethuen.com  
and click the “Ways to Donate” page. 

 
Thank you for your support. 

 

 

mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 

01 Kristen Bateson 
06 Jill Suarez 
08 Margaret Najarian 
10 Jonathan Bennett 
12 Marilyn Peck 
13 Thomas Abbott, Billy Bennett 
14 Charlotte Pye, Kelly Shaffer  
18 Rebecca Wright 
19 Sarah Dockham 
21 Gary Dockham 
23 Victoria Casey 
26 Sherry Patrakis 
28 David Kimball, Susan Michaels 
30 Judi Boyko, Henry Sanborn 
31 Carole Silva 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
04 Scott Sanborn 
05 William Bennett 
06 Melissa Hodgkins 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

7/1 Mary & George Simonian Married 58 years 
7/2 Neil & Cindy Bateson Married 32 years 
7/4 Frank & Susan Michaels Married 39 years 
7/18 Richard & Glenda Schubert Married 50 years 
7/24 Gary & Cathy Gable Married 27 years 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARY 
 

8/4  Ken & Marilyn Peck  Married 30 years 
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First Church Congregational 
 United Church of Christ 
 26 Pleasant Street 
 Methuen, MA 01844-3199 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

 


