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“GETTING PARSONAL”  
Rev. William D. Ingraham 

 

The congregation I served in Detroit wasn’t my first church, but it was the first church I served 
on a full-time basis. I had just completed seminary in Kansas City, and had been ordained by the 
Eastern Association of the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference of the United Church of Christ. As I moved 
to The Motor City, six years of half-time, student pastoral work were concluded. For the first time, I was 
able to focus all of my attention on serving my congregation and the community in which it had its life 
and ministry. 

 
One of the early tasks of a new pastorate is getting to know the community surrounding the 

church. Much as I did here in Methuen almost four years ago, I took every opportunity I could to meet 
neighboring pastors, leaders of community organizations, and city and school officials (though that 
process went MUCH more easily in Methuen than it did in Detroit!). One of the people I met was the 
pastor of the nearby Presbyterian congregation, himself a newly ordained, recent seminary graduate, 
too. Like me, he was a newcomer to Michigan and the upper Midwest. 

 
As we talked, he had an interesting approach to getting to know me. He asked, “What have been 

the three most significant transitional moments in your life?” I found the question fascinating. As I 
explored my answer with him, I was surprised by how easily I boiled my whole life (then, fewer than 30 
years!) down to three moments of transition. But I did. And discerning those transitions was enlightening 
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to me, giving me new insight into who I had become, and who I hoped to be and become as I 
reestablished myself in a new place, in a new stage of my life and career. 

 
Since then I’ve tried to observe the major transitions of life as they came along. It’s not always 

easy! Sometimes we’re aware of a new opportunity before us, of a moment that is pregnant with 
possibilities and the potential for something new and exciting. But other times, sadly most of the time, 
we’re so caught up in the process of getting through the current challenge, the present trauma, or 
simply meeting today’s tasks and responsibilities, that we aren’t quite able to see the possibilities for 
transition into something new that is right before us. I wonder sometimes what opportunities I might 
have missed because I was too busy being caught up with the talks of the present moment. 

 
The season of Lent comprises the forty days between Ash Wednesday and Easter (not counting 

Sundays). It is a time for examining our lives in the light of Christ’s teachings. We look deep within to 
discern how we are doing as a people of faith. We strive to see the ways we are true to God’s call, and 
to understand the ways we fall short. A more traditional way of saying that is, Lent invites us to consider 
our whole lives, confess our sins before God, and to repent — that is, seek a new way of living and 
being in the world. It occurs to me that such considerations afford us an opportunity for intentional 
transition. It is chance to let go of old behaviors, habits or attitudes. It’s a moment for setting new goals, 
move in a different direction, and to live into a new way of being. It’s a chance to see ourselves in a 
different light, and to live accordingly. 

 
Almost 30 years after that conversation with my Detroit colleague, I’m still numbering the 

moments of significant transition in my life. Perhaps this season of Lent will be the springboard to a 
new transition for me, or for others of us here at First Church. I truly believe, whenever we consider our 
lives in the light of Christ’s teachings, and dedicate ourselves anew to walking in the ways of Jesus, we 
will always meet the potential for new possibilities for life and service in Christ’s name. The question is, 
will we do that intentionally?  

 
See you in church…      

- Bill 
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2020 Lenten Services 
 at 

First Church Congregational 
United Church of Christ 

 
Wednesday, February 26th: 

7:00 PM – Ash Wednesday ~ Beginning Lent Together  

 

Sunday, April 5th: 

10:00 AM – Palm Sunday ~ A Triumphal Entry and Celebration of Palms 

 

Thursday, April 9th: 

7:00 PM – Maundy Thursday ~ A Service of Communion and Tenebrae (dramatic liturgy 

of Shadows and the Last Supper Together) 
 

Sunday, April 12th: 

10:00 AM – Easter Sunday ~ A Joyous Celebration!   
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2020 Lenten Service Series 
Noon service followed by light lunch.  

 
Please join us for our series of Wednesday Lenten Services- a time of spiritual reflection and 

renewal brought to you by Communities Together, Inc.  
 
February 26 Christ Church Andover  

 25 Central Street - Andover  
 Guest Homilist: Deacon Lou Piazza – St. Augustine Parish 
 

March 4   Chapel of Holy Family Hospital 
 70 East Street - Methuen   
 Guest Homilist:   Rev. Dominic Barbieri – Chaplain at Holy Family Hospital 
 

March 11  Rolling Ridge Retreat Center 
 660 Great Pond Road – North Andover 
 Guest Homilist:  Sister Claudia Blanchette – CPE Educator 

 
March 18 St. Teresa Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel  
 22 Plymouth Street - Methuen 

 Guest Homilist:  Rev. Nathan Burnes – First Baptist of Methuen 
 

March 25 South Church in Andover 
 41 Central Street - Andover 

 Guest Homilist:  Pastor Kim Gold – First United Methodist Church – North Andover 
 

April 1 St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
 90 Broadway – Methuen, MA 01844 

 Guest Homilist:  Jennifer Murray – Pastor of Youth & Families – South Church Andover 
 

Communities Together will again be accepting donations of diapers and children’s underwear for 
distribution to service organizations in Lawrence.  Items will be collected throughout Lent and may be brought to 
the Noon services on Wednesdays.  Underwear for young children, boys’ and girls’ “pull-ups” and diapers are 
urgently needed.  Just one pair or package will make a difference to a child that goes without. Please make this 
a priority during Lent.  
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Breakfast with Bill 
 
 “Breakfast with Bill" (dutch treat!), is an informal time for friendship and 

conversation on any topic.  We will next gather on Wednesday, March 11th at 8:00 
AM, at Sammy J’s, 144 Main Street, Salem, NH. 

 
 

 

 
February “Breakfast with Bill” 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Burger with Bill 
 
Just like breakfast (dutch treat!), only in the evening!   
 
Our next gathering will be at Shadi’s Restaurant, 585 Chickering Road in North Andover, on 

Wednesday, March 25th at 6:00 PM.  Hope you can come join us for good food, cold beer and warm 
friendship. 
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Annual Reports are Due 
 

All Committees should submit their annual report to the 
Church Office no later than Wednesday, April 1st.  If it is not 
received, it may not be included in the 2019-20 Annual Report.   

 
Please contact Roberta at 978-687-1240, if there is any 

issue. You can submit your report electronically to 
firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com.   

 
The Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 17th. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Planning a Meeting? 
 

Please help keep the church calendar current.  Be sure to let Roberta know of 
any and all items (meetings, dinners, etc.) that will need to go on the Church calendar. 
This is the only way the calendar can be kept current and up-to-date.  Roberta can be 
reached at 978-687-1240 or firstchurch.roberta@gmailc.com.     

 
Thank you for your continued cooperation. 

 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

Need prayer? 
 

If you, or someone you know, is need of prayer or a visit, please contact 
Rev. Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  

 
To have someone included on the bulletin prayer list, please let Roberta in 

the Church Office know at firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  No 
request is too big or too small!   Thank you. 
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Don’t Forget!! 
 

 
 

 Sunday, March 8th 

Change your clocks and batteries. 
 

First Day of Spring is March 19th!! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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Roof Update 
 

I am pleased to report that our sanctuary roof is now fully 
funded!   Thanks to the generosity of 48 families, we were able to pay 
for the roof without reducing our endowment or impacting our 
operating budget.  It’s been a joy to the see the generosity of our 
members and friends in action. 

 
While we have solved that problem, we must also address the 

leaks in the tower and the narthex.   Since I last wrote to you, 
the roof in the narthex collapsed.  Our roofing contractor and mason 

have assessed the tower and reviewed the report from Building Envelope Technologies, Inc., our 
engineering consultant.   We expect to receive their bid in the weeks ahead.   We have also begun the 
process of exploring matching grants for historic buildings.   Once we have a few bids in hand and more 
information on available grants, I will report back with a plan to fund and complete the repairs. 

 
Faithfully, 
 

Steve Boyko 

Board Chair 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Ken Peck Receives Spotlight Award 
 

At the Methuen City Council Meeting of February 18th, Mayor Neil Perry congratulated Ken Peck 
on his being chosen as the recipient of the March 2020 Methuen Spotlight Award for his volunteer work 
at the NIN Methuen Evening Food Pantry.  Ken actively promotes the Food Pantry in the community, 
recruits and schedules 18 volunteers for each Tuesday Pantry, directs the activities the day of each 
Food Pantry, and provides Neighbors in Need with the administrative records they require. Ken is 
passionate in his desire to provide food for those in the greater Methuen community who are 
experiencing food insufficiency. 

 
Ken is pictured here with Mayor Perry, James McCarty, City Council Chairman, and members 

of the Spotlight Award Committee. 
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Parish Hall Renovations 
 

If you have haven’t had the pleasure of seeing our Parish Hall recently, 
you are missing out on all of the updates.  Over the summer, we removed the 
old asbestos tiles and replaced them with porcelain wood grain tiles.  These 
tiles are incredibly durable and won’t fade, chip or show wear.  We also 
removed the bulletin boards and replaced them with wall sconces and historic 
pictures of Methuen. To freshen up the space, we painted the walls and ceiling 
and hung new curtains.   It’s quite a transformation!   The best part, however, 

is that we didn’t need to use any funds from the endowment or the operating budget.   The project has 
been fully funded through generous donations from three families. 

 
The Parish Hall is one of the largest community spaces in Methuen for rent.   If you know anyone 

that is looking to rent a hall for a baby shower, retirement party, wedding reception, sweet sixteen or 
quinceanera, a dance, a play, a monthly meeting or other community event, please contact the church 
office.   We also have a recently remodeled kitchen available for use due to the generosity of a fourth 
family. 

 
There are big changes afoot at First Church.   Please come join us one Sunday and check it out. 

 
Faithfully, 
 

Steve Boyko 

Board Chair 
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Stories of the Cross 
 

A source of youthful connection 
 

The impact from our church’s comfort cross mission has been amazing.  First Church has strived 
to make them available to everyone that needs them.  From first time worship visitors receiving them 
in our welcome mugs to parishioners grabbing a few for friends in need, they have made an impact on 
the lives of many adults.  However, for our youth, there hasn’t been the same connection.  The same 
cannot be said about cross necklaces. 

 
For one of our youth, she has actually given out quite a few.  She has freely given them to her 

friends, classmates, and anyone else she encounters.  When she runs out, she knows she can get 
more from her church family.  For some of the recipients, it is just a fashion item.  For others, it is a 
sweet gift from a new or dear friend.  For others, it may just be the start they need to explore what it 
really means. 

 
As adults, our faith journey is far from complete, but we all have many miles under our 

shoes.  For our youth, it is just beginning.  If these small wooden crosses can make a positive difference 
in their lives, then this mission of First Church Congregational will mean that much more.  

 
 

 
 

 
These stories of the cross are documented from true experiences related to a mission of First 

Church Congregational. We invite you to make your own experience through the simple act of sharing 
part of our faith through the cross. If you find a moment where they have made an impact on yourself 
or others, we invite you to share it with us anonymously. Please contact Josh Ferry for more information. 
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Frequently Asked Questions: 
 

As the Open and Affirming (“ONA”) committee continues its work exploring the process, we 
thought it would be valuable to answer some frequently asked questions. 
 

Question:  What does it mean to be an Open and Affirming church? 
Answer:  It means that our church has made a public declaration that we welcome the participation of 
all people into the life of our church. In particular, we need to be clear that welcoming all people includes 
those with different sexual orientations and gender identities, that is gay men, lesbian women, bisexual 
people and those who are transgendered. 
 

Question:  I thought we already were a welcoming church.  How is this different? 
Answer:  While it is true that our marriage, baptismal, and membership policies have been inclusive 
for years, there has never been a public statement to that fact.  Also, the term “welcoming” can mean 
many different things at different churches.  Being officially declared “Open and Affirming” makes it 
clear. 
 

Question:  What will change if we become “Open and Affirming”? 
Answer:  Initially, not much will change.  Our policies are already inclusive, and anyone who wishes to 
participate in the life of our church will be able to do so as they always have.  We may grow, however, 
as we have publicly declared that we are truly welcoming to all.  People who were previously afraid to 
worship openly can find a home at First Church Congregational.  In fact, studies have shown that both 
membership and pledge income usually increase at churches who become “Open and Affirming”. 
 

Question:  Do we have to put up a flag? Will we now march in parades? 
Answer:  As a congregational church, how we demonstrate to the public that we are officially “Open 
and Affirming” is up to us.  If the congregation wants a flag, we can put up a flag.  If some members 
want to march in a parade as representatives of the congregation, they may.  If we just want a small 
sign attached to the one we already have, we can do that. 
 

Question:  How will the process role out? 
Answer:  In the next few months, the committee will be holding some educational workshops for people 
to participate in, if they wish.  There will be more question-and-answer meetings, discussions around 
the biblical meanings, and open discussions around being transgender.  The goal is to offer 
opportunities to the entire congregation to learn, discuss, and understand what it means to be “Open 
and Affirming.”   Afterwards, we will be conducting an exploratory survey to ensure the committee has 
addressed every possible concern from the congregation.  When that is complete, a call meeting will 
take place where the congregation will officially vote according to our bylaws.   
 

Question:  Where can I learn more? 
Answer:  First of all, please do not hesitate to ask any member of the Open and Affirming committee 
or Rev. Ingraham.  Also, the United Church of Christ website (www.UCC.org) has numerous resources, 
publications, and other information that can address any other questions or concerns you may have.  
Additionally, all of our meetings are open to the congregation, and they typically happen on the second 
Sunday of the month. 

 

We hope this answers any questions or concerns you may have about the process.  All of us on 
the committee are here to help in any way we can, so please do not hesitate to contact us.   

 

Josh Ferry (chair), Makayla Berg, Bob Donaghue, Anne Edwards, Kim Valcourt &  Pat Wright 
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From the Outreach Committee… 
 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) Food Bin Collection 
 At our February meeting we discussed our NIN Food Collection Bin and the process for collecting 
donations.  Our consensus was that the bin is ugly, the interior is unappealing, and it is often hard to 
locate.  We talked about getting a smaller, more easily moved bin and of finding a different location for 
it on Sundays.  We talked about different ideas for collecting the food donations such as having 
collection bins at the front and side doors of the sanctuary as well as in the Crossroads each Sunday.  
If you have thoughts on these or other ideas, please speak to an outreach member.  We will be 
continuing this discussion at our March meeting.  We thank you for continuing to bring food items to 
the bin.  They are needed and appreciated. 
 

 Habitat for Humanity 
 In April we usually participate in an on-site Habitat for Humanity building project, but this spring 
we will be doing it in May or June because there are no openings for us in our area in April.  Ray 
Benedix will let us know when a new date is selected.   
 Bob Donaghue volunteers at the Habitat ReStore on Andover Street in Lawrence every Friday 
afternoon.  He would be glad to have others join him then.  Volunteers do a variety of tasks such as 
sorting and organizing donations, furniture repair and moving inventory.  If another time works better 
for you, Bob will help you set it up. 
 

MAN Monthly Birthday Parties 
  Lori Bennett continues to host a monthly birthday party for the children who attend the Methuen 
Arlington Neighborhood’s After School Program.  At our February meeting she reported that the 
government has stopped funding MAN’s after school snacks for these children.  Following discussion, 
our team agreed to provide an after school snack like a granola bar or a small fruit cup for one day 
each month until the end of the school year when the Birthday parties stop for the summer. 
  

Souper Bowl of Caring 
 In the 2020 Souper Bowl of Caring Congregation team challenge only 2 cans separated the final 
tallies between the Right and Left sides. During church on February 9th, Deb MaueSprague announced 
that for the second year in a row the recipient of the Souper Bowl of Caring Trophy was the Left side. 
In total both sides donated 1228 cans of soup exceeding last year’s donations by 228 cans.  The Chapel 
School exceeded their goal of 100 cans by 28 cans. Neighbors in Need is the clear winner with a total 
of 1352 cans of soup donated and $500.50 in cash donations. 
 

Outreach Opportunities Booklet 
 We have completed the text revision of the booklet as well as decided on its format.  We are 
currently selecting pictures to include in the booklet.  We hope to have it published no later than by the 
Annual Meeting in May. 
 

The Outreach Team 
Cindy Bateson, Ray Benedix, Lori Bennett, Cynthia Causbie, Barbara Donahue, Pastor Bill Ingraham, 
Deb MaueSprague, Sherry Patrakis, Ken Peck, Becky Smith, and Marilyn Peck, Team Leader 
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Walking Group for Fitness and Fellowship 
 

Tuesdays in March 
The Walking Group will continue to walk on Tuesday mornings at the Raymond J. Martin 

Riverside Park on Riverside Drive in Methuen during March, weather permitting.  We will meet at the 
park at 10:00 AM on 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24 and 3/31.  The park is located on the Merrimack River at the 
end of Burnham Rd.  Three times around the hot-topped loop is approximately 1 mile.  We typically 
walk a mile, but you are welcome to walk more or less.  Please join us as we welcome signs of Spring! 

 

Sunday Walk 
On Sunday, March 22nd, join us for a Spring walk around Methuen at 11:30 AM, following coffee 

hour.  We will meet at the crossroads and the group will determine our walking route at that time.   
 

Call or email Cindy Bateson if you have any questions about the above, or if you need a ride on 
Tuesdays, at 978-681-8722. 
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Hiking! 
 

As winter rolls on… I have enjoyed several hikes in the crisp winter air at my favorite local spot.  
Ward Reservation in Andover offers several easy, well-marked trails but there is plenty of opportunity 
to challenge yourself if you wish.  We started as a small group in August, and have met once a month 
(August, September, October, and November).   I went out on my own in February.  It was cold but a 
beautiful and sunny day!   

 
Please join us for our next hike on March 21st at 10:30 AM.  We plan on hiking the third Saturday 

of each month but there is no commitment … just show up if you wish to hike!  If you join us, I suggest 
you wear layers and hiking boots; bring a small pack with a snack and water. 
 
Upcoming dates:  March 21st and April 18th.   
 
Questions?  Email:  dianeda542@aol.com 
 
Ward Reservation on Prospect Road in Andover.   If coming from route 114, take a right onto 
route 125.  Prospect road is on the left at a blinking light.  As you turn onto Prospect Road from route 
125, it will appear to be a residential neighborhood until you reach the Trustees parking lot on the 
right.  There is a $5 parking fee when the machine works apparently (on the honor system) unless 
you are a Trustees member. 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets year-round and always welcomes anyone who 
wishes to be part of this ministry.  Knitting or crocheting experience is not a prerequisite 
to becoming a member.  Come for the fellowship and someone will be glad to help you 
if needed.  

 
We invite you to join us on Wednesdays from 1:30 - 3:30 PM.  We meet in the parlor. 
 
Please contact or Anne Benedix at 978-682-3496 (annerayben@comcast.net) or Carol Gray at 

603-898-0934 (cagg14@comcast.net) for more information.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 
 Original Artwork by Emily Jurovich 
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140th George Washington Birthday Dinner 

Tremendous Success!! 
 

The Dinner is About Community! 
 This year, the 140th Dinner was held on the actual date of George’s 
Birthday, February 22nd.  While the dinner is a fundraiser for our church, it’s also 
about so much more!  It is about the community we share with each other while 
preparing for the dinner, and about the community we share the evening of the 
dinner with the greater Methuen community.  There are people who have come to 
the dinner as children and as adults have brought their children and now their 
grandchildren.  They often meet friends and neighbors at the dinner where they 
visit and enjoy a delicious meal in a festive, fun atmosphere. 

 
Ticket Sales, Ad Booklet, Donations & Income 

Ticket sales are different every year.  Last year most of the 309 tickets sold in advance at $18.00 
instead of $20.00 at the door. This year at the beginning of the dinner week we had 230 tickets sold.  
During the week we sold a few more, but the night of the dinner we sold 62 tickets at the door.  This 
gave us an attendance of 296. 

  
We increased the revenue from our Ad Booklet from last year by $610.00 for a total of 

$3,670.00.  We had 21 full page ads at $100.00 each that included 9 new full page advertisers.  This 
income goes straight to our bottom line.  Our Ad Booklet was the best looking it has been in the last 
four years.  Please support our advertisers! 

  
Donations also help our bottom line.  We are very grateful for the In Kind Donations from  Mann’s 

for again donating the Apple Crisp and to parishioners who donated our banner, tickets, rented kitchen 
equipment, balloons and helium, and George & Martha’s costumes.  These donations amounted to 
$1,555.43.  Cash donations were over $635.00. 

  
Pending a final tabulation of expenses, we appear to have income of $6,694.19. 

 
Advertising 
 As we did last year, we took an ad package with The Eagle Tribune that gave us 4 color ads.  
We were mentioned in their “Region in a Minute” on Mondays. We also had ads in the February issues 
of Methuen and Salem Life, as well as having good social media presence as well as being on our 
church’s web site.  Methuen MCTV interviewed three of our team members for their program “Traditions 
of the Merrimack Valley.” 
 
Dedicated Volunteers 
 This dinner would not be possible without the countless hours donated by our dedicated 
volunteers.  The Dinner Planning Team and its Team Leaders want to thank the over 75 volunteers 
who worked on the dinner and who gave our guests such a delicious meal, friendly service, and a 
wonderful evening. 
 
140th George Washington Birthday Dinner Planning Team 
Allan Barlow, Bobbie Barlow, Josh Ferry, Pat King, Deb MaueSprague, Ken Peck, Carol Sanborn, 
Becky Wright, and Pat Romano & Marilyn Peck, Team Leaders 
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Some Pictures from GWBD… 
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The Chapel School 
Where a Lifetime of Learning Begins 

 

Help spread the word! 

Register NOW for September 
 

Contact us to schedule a tour at 
978-689-8414 

chapelschoolmethuen@gmail.com  
 

•  2, 3 or 5 Day Preschool Programs 

•  For Children 2.9 – 5 Years Old 

• Half Day, Lunch Bunch, Full Day Options 

• Early Drop-off & Late Pick Up Options 

• Low Student/Teacher Ratio 

• Affordable Rates 

• Non-Denominational 

• Over 60 Years in Methuen! 

www.chapelschoolmethuen.com 
 

Registration for the 2019-2020 School Year has begun!  
We welcome new families to visit the school  

and discover the Chapel difference. 
 

 

mailto:chapelschoolmethuen@gmail.com
http://www.chapelschoolmethuen.com/
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Due to a plant shortage this year – please order early. 

2020 Easter Giving 
 

If you would like to donate and/or order a plant for Easter, please use this form and return it to 
the church office by Sunday, March 29th.  Please note:  We will need time to order the plants.  All 
donations and orders received by this deadline will be listed in the “Easter Giving Booklet”.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Plant Order       
 

All Easter plants at $15.00 per plant, please indicate quantity below 
   

Easter Lily _____* Tulip _____ *        Mona Lisa Lily _____* 
(white lily)                                (pink & white lily) 

 

Please print  

Given in Loving Memory of   

In Celebration/Honor of   
(circle choice) 

Given by   

 

*After the Easter service (please check one): 
 

____ I will take my plant.           _____ Deliver to a home-bound member                                                              
       or friend of the church. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Donation 
 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE   OPERATING EXPENSE         

ORGAN RESTORATION   OUTREACH         

REACH TEAM     OTHER         

Please print  

Given in Loving Memory of    

In Celebration/Honor of   
(circle choice) 

Given by   

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Please make check payable to:  First Church Congregational (“Easter Giving” in memo) 

 

Thank you and Happy Easter! 
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What’s the REACH Ministry? 

 

Do you know of someone facing surgery, recovering from surgery or 
living with a long-term illness?  Do you know someone who has recently lost 
their job or could use financial support?  Do you know someone who suffers 
from depression or is often down in the dumps around the holidays? 

 
Maybe this person is you? 
 

If so, we can help.  Our new REACH Ministry wants to make sure that members of our 
community have a place to turn for support in their time of need.  The term REACH stands for -- 
Reliable, Engaging, Able, Caring and Heartfelt support. 
 

Contact Judi Boyko or Pat King for more information. 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Need Financial Help? 
 

If you, or another member of First Church you know, is need of some temporary financial assistance, 
please contact Rev. Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240. 

 
Due to the generosity of Thomas Longworth, through his estate plan, 

there are some funds available for short term financial assistance of our members. 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
 

Would you like to make an electronic donation to the church? 
 

Use your smart phone or tablet by scanning this QR code! 
 

Or visit our website at www.firstchurchmethuen.com  
and click the “Ways to Donate” page. 

 
Thank you for your support. 

 

  

mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/
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01 Charlene Bunting 
03 Thomas Savastano 
06 Haleigh Sanborn, John Silva  
08 Heather LoCicero 
10 Richard Dewhirst 
12 Nicholas Jurovich 
14 Dominic Alaimo, George Simonian 
15 Dennis Michaud 
17 Patrick Romano, Rebecca Smith 
19 Kate Dockham, Adam LoCicero 
22 Abigail Boyko, Alexander Boyko 
24 Jack Napier 
25 Carole Sanborn 
28 Jessica Borislow 
29 Emily Jurovich, Kristen Pare 
31 Ray Valcourt 

 
APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 

03 Hanson Causbie 
04 Callie Bateson 
05 Michael Alaimo 
07 Justin Hodgkins  

  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

 

 
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
 

3/4  Larry & Robyn Sliney Married 25 years 
3/6  Patrick & Rebecca Wright Married 15 years 
3/15 Bill & Lori Bennett Married 40 years 
3/28 Stephen & Judi Boyko Married 28 years 
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First Church Congregational 
 United Church of Christ 
 26 Pleasant Street 
 Methuen, MA 01844-3199 
 

Address Service Requested 

  


