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“GETTING PARSONAL” 
Rev. William D. Ingraham 

  

Shaped like a thick, yellow bowl with a plunger poking out of it, the first anchor I saw in person 
was not at all what I had expected. It had neither hooks nor barbs and was missing the cross piece at 
the top. My father and I were in my Uncle Kenneth’s bass fishing boat. We’d just arrived at his “secret 
cove” on Lake Texoma, far from our put-in point on the Oklahoma shore of the lake where we’d been 
camping. 

 
Uncle Kenneth shut off the outboard motor and asked me to drop the anchor.  It went in with a 

“sploosh” sound and quickly sank from sight, pulling in several yards of rope on as it went. Once it 
settled, he had me wrap the line around a bracket, leaving the spare rope coiled in the bottom of the 
boat. Though the wind shifted the position of our boat all morning long, sometimes slowly, sometimes 
rapidly, turning us this way and that, the anchor held us securely. Long after the thermoses of coffee 
had been emptied and the sandwiches, eaten, we remained in place in Kenneth’s cove. 
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I’ve never been a particularly good fisherman, and I’d rather be in a canoe or kayak over a bass 
boat any day. But I cherish the memories from the long hours spent anchored with my father and uncle, 
casting our fishing lines, listening to their memories and stories as they laughed and loved each other, 
and me. In that boat, I felt at home in my family, and in the world. Anchored in that cove, I felt part of 
the family’s history. I belonged to and was part of something bigger than myself, something that started 
long before I existed – something I’d be part of forever. Like our boat, I was anchored. 

 

“Anchored in Faith” speaks to me, as I hope it does you. This year’s Stewardship theme 

describes our experience of being part of the church – both this church, our church, First Church 

Congregational, and the whole of the Christian church. And it speaks to the blessing the church has 

been for us, and continues to be, in difficult times. 

 

Our faith anchors us in God. It reminds us, time and again, of divine love and mercy that hold us 

each and every day, and for all eternity. It teaches us that God is our source of strength when we feel 

weak and of hope when we feel most desperate. “Nothing can separate us from the love of God,” the 

apostle Paul said. As we gather, week after week, Seeking God in worship and in prayer, we learn to 

trust heavenly love to hold us, and to see us through. The hardest of days can become bearable, even 

joyful. 

 

Our faith anchors us in community. We are part of a church together. We are family. We belong 

to each other, you and I, and are better for the experience. We live and love together, sharing life with 

all of its joys and sorrows. We hold one another in our tears and offer help and hope when we can. 

Caring for each other is essential to who we are and what we do. The Covid-19 pandemic has brought 

this home for each of us, helping us to recognize the joy and blessings of being community together, 

even when meeting virtually or from a social distance. 

 

Our faith anchors us in the world.  Bound securely to God and with our church family, we are 

free truly to serve God in the world around us. We learn to trust ourselves to heavenly love, and to the 

care of our church family. We realize we have all that we need to see us through any circumstance. 

Because we are anchored, we can set about the work of Improving our community through service in 

Christ’s name. 

 

Anchored in faith to God, our church and the world, we learn to recognize our capacity to live 

with glad and generous hearts. We come to trust in the abundance of our lives and learn to give our 

time and our treasure to foster ministries of love and compassion in Christ’s name, both in the church 

and in the world. Secure in an assurance of divine providence, we dedicate all of our resources to God, 

both what we keep and what we give away. We strive to make our lives a testimony to a love that binds 

us together, holds us secure, and sets us free. 

 

In the first three worship services of November, we’ll be reflecting together on what it means to 

be “Anchored in Faith,” both individually and as a community. I hope you’ll join us for each of these 

services. I hope you’ll join us, too, in lending your financial support to the ministry of First Church 

Congregational in this important time in our history. 

 
Faithfully yours,  

 

~Bill 
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Sunday Worship on Facebook Live & YouTube 
and Virtual Gatherings, via Zoom, 

during this time of social distancing. 

 
Sunday Morning Worship 

 
On Sunday mornings, starting at 10:00 AM, our weekly worship service can be 

seen on Facebook Live (www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen) and our YouTube 
channel (www.youtube.com/channel/UCfLSjhXs9UG8yC89aB8evrA).  The service will 
also be available for viewing later on either service.  An Order of Worship will be emailed 
out each Friday before the service. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Fellowship Time after Sunday Worship 
 

 Fellowship Time will be held on Sunday mornings, from 11:00 AM – 12:00 NOON, 
over Zoom, following the worship service above.  A Zoom link will be provided via the Friday 
email to access this weekly gathering.  

. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Morning Coffee on Wednesday 
 

On Wednesday, November 4th, from 8:00 – 9:00 AM, join Pastor Bill and brew your 
own coffee or tea, grab a glass of orange juice or chocolate milk, for friendly fellowship 
and conversation.  You can even eat your breakfast with us if you like!  A Zoom link will 
be provided via a Tuesday email blast to access this gathering.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Monthly Evening Happy Hour with Bill 
 

There will be NO Happy Hour in November.  We will let you know when we will resume 
this evening fellowship time at a later date. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

To see all present who is using Zoom video, you’ll want to attend on your computer or tablet. 
The website will fill your screen with a grid of everybody’s video. It’s like looking at the old “Hollywood 
Squares” TV show, only populated by your friends and loved ones!  If you use your smart phone, you 
can swipe though different screens to see everyone. And if you call from a landline, you’ll be able to 
hear the whole conversation, just not seeing anybody. 

http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfLSjhXs9UG8yC89aB8evrA
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Need prayer? 
 

If you, or someone you know, is need of prayer or a visit, please contact 
Rev. Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  

 
To have someone included on the bulletin prayer list, please let Roberta in 

the Church Office know at firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com or 978-687-1240.  No 
request is too big or too small!   Thank you. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Planning a Meeting? 
 

Please help keep the church calendar current.  Be sure to let Roberta know of 
any and all items (meetings, dinners, etc.) that will need to go on the Church calendar. 
This is the only way the calendar can be kept current and up-to-date.  Roberta can be 
reached at 978-687-1240 or firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com.     

 
Thank you for your continued cooperation. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 
Original Artwork by Emily Jurovich 
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From the Stewardship Ministry Team 
 
Our team has been busy putting together the Stewardship materials which you have either 

already received or will shortly be receiving in the mail. On all of our materials you will notice our theme, 
Anchored In Faith, along with our Mission Statement. New pictures have been used to update these 
materials. In each packet, you will receive a letter from a member of our congregation sharing their 
story about how First Church Methuen has been pivotal in “anchoring their faith” throughout this unique 
year as well as in the past.  These letters are quite personal and very moving and truly speak to the 
dedication, love and kindness of our Church family and all the joy that is found among our friends and 
“family”.   

 
We hope that as you start the month of November and work your way through each day during 

this pandemic, you take some time to look around at the world both near and far and reflect on the 
many ways that you have been an anchor and made a difference in someone’s life this past year. 
Consider how important it has been for you to be “anchored in your faith”.  Have you been the anchor 
for someone else? As you consider your pledge this year, we ask that you pray and be mindful of the 
countless ways you and the many members and friends of First Church support each other and the 
wider community with time, talents, and financial support. Even though our building is centuries old, 
and even though we haven’t been present within the walls of our church building for many months 
during COVID-19, our hearts and minds remain Anchored In Faith and filled with loving grace and a 
will and passion to make a lasting difference in the world in which we live. With your support and 
generosity, we will continue to be Anchored In Faith  by Seeking God, Caring For Each Other and 
Improving Our Community far into the future.  

 
Now, more than ever, we encourage you to fill out and return your pledge cards any time before 

November 20 and if possible, consider the option of electronic giving (e-giving). Since we will not be 
present in Church for you to drop off your pledge cards, we have included a postage paid envelope so 
all you have to do is put it in your own mailbox and they will be delivered to the church.  

 
On November 1st Pastor Bill will present a sermon reflective of being Anchored In Faith. On 

November 8th the Stewardship Team will share several stories on how people have been Anchored In 
Faith during the pandemic and how those actions have made a difference in the lives of other. Finally, 
on November 15th, Pastor Bill will do an interview sermon with John and Carole Silva, two very active 
and dedicated members of First Church.  

 
We look forward to celebrating with you and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 

speak with any of us on the Stewardship Ministry Team.  
 
The Stewardship Ministry Team: Kim Valcourt-Team Leader, Pastor Bill Ingraham, Ken Peck, Marilyn 
Peck, Robyn Sliney, Glenn Sprague  
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 
 

Thanksgiving Dinners 
 Now more than ever, your help is needed to support our community and those who are 
struggling.  There is no end in sight to the limit on gatherings and who knows when we will be able to 
return to what used to be “our normal.”  We are sitting at home, trying to stay safe, while hundreds of 
families in the Merrimack Valley do not have enough food.  This Thanksgiving we want to provide 200 
of them with a traditional Thanksgiving Dinner as we have done in the past.  200 dinners is a lot, but 
we did 185 dinners last year so with the help of our friends and families, we should be able to meet our 
goal. 
 
 A grocery shopping list is included in this Beacon.  We have a new grocery delivery procedure 
due to COVID-19 which is described in the Beacon article entitled “Thanksgiving Dinners.”  We are not 
giving out brown paper bags for groceries this year.  We ask you to bring your groceries to the church 
parking lot in plastic bags or boxes at the dates and times listed in the article.   
 

We also need donations to purchase the turkeys and pies.  A donation form is in the 
“Thanksgiving Dinners” article.  You can complete the form and include your check with it made out to 
First Church Congregational, marked “turkeys” and mail it to the church or deliver it with your groceries.  
If you have questions or need help getting your groceries to the church, please call Marilyn Peck or 
Barbara Donaghue who will arrange for someone to pick them up. 

 

Samaritans Virtual Walk for Hope 
 We want to thank the 14 people who registered to walk or donate to support the Samaritans 
Virtual Walk for Hope this pandemic year.  Your generous donations supported a cause that is important 
to our church family.  The Samaritans provide resources to individuals and families throughout the 
Merrimack Valley who face mental health challenges and are seeking information for suicide 
prevention.  During the pandemic, the need for this help has increased, and they believe the increase 
will carry over for the next few years.  The walkers and donors raised $588.26.   
 

Random Acts of Kindness Ministry 
 In this issue of the Beacon you will find articles for adults and our youth offering thoughts and 
actions on kindness.  If you have children or grandchildren, we ask you to share the ideas in the 
“Kindness Rocks” article with them as it is especially written for them.  Please send your thoughts and 
experiences with kindness during the pandemic to RAKatFCC@comcast.net so we can share them 
anonymously with our church family. 
 

NIN Food Pantry  
 The Food Pantry continues to serve an average of 330 families, serving 342 this week and 345 
last week.  We are grateful for those who continue to donate food to us. 
 

 

mailto:RAKatFCC@comcast.net
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Thanksgiving Dinners 

 
Outreach’s goal during this pandemic year is to provide 200 Thanksgiving Dinners to the 

families that participate in the two Methuen Neighbors in Need Food Pantries.  The meal includes a 
large turkey, potatoes, canned vegetables and fruits, gravy, cranberry sauce, apple or cranapple juice 
and a pie. 

  

To meet this goal, we need your help in two ways!  A shopping list is included in the Beacon, the 
November weekly email blasts, and on the church web site.  We have a new grocery delivery 
procedure due to COVID-19.  We are not giving out brown paper bags for the groceries this year. 

  

First, we ask you to return a filled plastic bag or box or two (or three or more) with groceries from 
the shopping list items to the parking lot of First Church Congregational, off High Street behind the 
church on 26 Pleasant Street, Methuen, MA, and place on tables set out by the back door of the Parish 
Hall near the playground on the dates and times listed below.  There will be volunteers there to receive 
your groceries.  We will add the turkey and pie the week of Thanksgiving. 

 

• Wednesdays, November 11th and 18th, from 2:30 and 4:00 PM 

• Saturdays, November 14th and 21st, from 10:00 AM and 12:30 PM 

• Sunday, November 22nd, from 11:30 AM and 1:30 PM 
 

Second, donations for turkeys and pies are needed!  Our estimate is $2,700 to provide turkeys 
and pies for 200 families.  We need your help!  This is paid for entirely from donations.  Please complete 
the form below and include it with your check made out to First Church Congregational, marked 
“turkeys.”  It can be mailed to First Church Congregational, 26 Pleasant Street, Methuen, MA 01844 or 
you can drop it off in an envelope marked “Turkeys” when you drop off your groceries. Deadline for 
donations is Sunday, November 22nd. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

  

Thanksgiving Donation for Neighbors in Need 
 
(Print) Name:    
  
 
Donation:   $15 ______  $25 ______    $35 ______   $50 _____   other $ ________  
 
Please make your check payable to “First Church Congregational”, write “Turkeys” on the memo 
line and return no later than November 22nd.  Thank you!  
 

Thank you. 

Outreach Committee –  
Cindy Bateson, Ray Benedix, Lori Bennett, Cynthia Causbie, Barbara Donaghue, Pastor Bill Ingraham, Deb 
MaueSprague, Sherry Patrakis, Ken Peck, Becky Smith, and Marilyn Peck, Team Leader  
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Thanksgiving Dinners 

For Neighbors in Need 
 

Shopping List 
 

• Potatoes:  One five-pound bag (please do not buy too early as they will rot) 

• Stuffing:  One large package 

• Vegetables:  1 can each of Corn, Carrots, Green Beans 

• Cranberry Sauce:  Two cans 

• Gravy:  Two cans or jars 

• Fruits:  Two cans or packages (dried) 

• Juice:  Apple or Cranapple 

• Optional:   Thanksgiving napkins, card 

(Turkey and Apple Pie will be purchased separately.) 
 

New grocery delivery procedure due to COVID-19.  We are not giving out brown paper 
bags for the groceries this year.  

 
Please return filled plastic bags or boxes, with the shopping list items, to the First Church 

Congregational parking lot and place on tables set out by the back door of the Parish Hall near the 
playground on the dates and times listed below.  First Church Congregational is located at 26 Pleasant 
Street, Methuen, MA.  There will be volunteers there to receive your groceries on: 

 

• Wednesdays, November 11th and 18th, from 2:30 and 4:00 PM 
• Saturdays, November 14th and 21st, from 10:00 AM and 12:30 PM 

• Sunday, November 22nd, from 11:30 AM and 1:30 PM 
 

 

 
 

Thank you from the 
First Church Congregational Outreach Team 
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 

 

The quote included here comes from a website called Random Acts of 
Kindness.  There are many inspiring quotes, but this one was chosen because 
it seems appropriate for this time in history.  As we approach the season for 
giving thanks while still needing to isolate at home, and remembering our family 
gatherings and how they may change this year, we would like to remind 
everyone that all it takes is one small act.  For many, this is a bleak time.  We 
want to continue our support of Neighbors in Need and donate whatever 
possible so that Thanksgiving dinners may be provided to families in our area.   

 
This year, the holiday season will be changed in some way from last year.  It is a time to discover 

new rituals, new celebrations and give thanks for all that we have.  Hopefully, you have been jotting 
down your thoughts on kindness, perhaps in a journal, and realize that it can be uplifting to think about 
what we have and what we can do, and find ways to keep moving forward.  

 
The bible verse chosen for this month is from Job 10:12:   

You have granted me life and loving kindness; 
And Your care has preserved my spirit 

 
There is a book called Kindness and Wonder: Why Mister Rogers Matters Now More Than Ever.  

It was written a few years ago, but describes an incredible man devoted to children, and teaching them 
about kindness and goodness.  He was a remarkable, accomplished man. 

 
Finally, the news reports lately have included more inspiring stories.  One that was recently aired 

told the story of a woman, whose job required quite a bit of travel.  She was grounded for a while early 
in the pandemic, but in June needed to start traveling again.  She was anxious thinking about being on 
a plane and created a plan to alleviate anxiety for herself and fellow passengers.  She made small 
cards with words of kindness, decorated them in a festive way, then distributed them to fellow 
passengers at the airport.  She gets great joy from this, both in creating the cards and watching 
strangers’ reactions.  Her mantra seemed to be that kindness matters, pass it on! 

 
Please submit your experiences or thoughts to RAKatFCC@comcast.net, we would love to hear 

from you.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

  

mailto:RAKatFCC@comcast.net,
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From the Outreach Ministry Team 
 

 

Random Acts of Kindness for our Youth 
 

During the next year we have a fun project planned for all of you. It is very simple. We would like 
you all to spread a little bit of kindness. Each month for the following year, we will include some ideas 
to help us all focus on being kind and spreading Random Acts of Kindness or RAK. This will become a 
monthly Beacon article, and hopefully include kindness stories offered by our congregants.  For the 
youth we will begin with our focus on the book “Kindness Rocks”, by Sonica Ellis . 

 
If you cannot get the book, please let me know and we will make sure you have it. Parents, 

“Kindness Rocks” is a great book to get for the kids, so is “Train Your Dragon to Be Kind”, by Steve 
Herman and “Kindness Starts with You - At School” by Jacquelyn Stagg.  

 
A new book for the month of November is “THANKFUL”, by Eileen Spinelli.                                                                                

November is a time that we should be thankful for all that is wonderful in our lives.                                                                                                                              
 
Here are some ideas that you might do to show you are “Thankful” during the month. 

1. Say a special prayer of thanks every day. SMILE!  

2. Write a thank-you note to your Teacher!  SMILE! 

3. Do something special for a friend!  SMILE!  

4. Talk to someone new at school!   SMILE! 

5. Don’t complain for an entire day!  SMILE! 

6. Look for some rocks. Make a kindness rock or two. You may paint it, or just write a word 
on it. Whatever you would like. Save it, as we will want it for our Rock Garden.  

 
Start small, we have lots more to share during the upcoming year. We would love you to share 

examples of your kind acts, pictures, videos, or other things you are doing. Please send them to 
RAKatFCC@comcast.net.  

 

                

mailto:RAKatFCC@comcast.net
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Walking Group for Fitness and Fellowship 
 

Tuesdays in November 
Please come join us as we walk together for fitness and fellowship at Raymond J. Martin 

Riverside Park along the Merrimack River in Methuen at 10:00 AM on Tuesday mornings in November.  
We will continue to wear masks and maintain social distance.  We will meet at the park at 10:00 AM on 
11/3, 11/10, 11/17 and 11/24. The park is located on Riverside Drive at the end of Burnham Rd.  All 
are welcome!  We hope you can join us! 

                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Weekend Walking Opportunity 

Let’s meet for a Sunday stroll!  Our next Sunday walk will be Sunday, November 8th  at 12:00 
PM.  We will meet at the far end of the MSPCA parking lot, where we can access the Methuen Rail Trail.  
We will continue to wear masks and socially distance.   
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets year-round and always welcomes anyone who 
wishes to be part of this ministry.  Knitting or crocheting experience is not a prerequisite 
to becoming a member.  Come for the fellowship and someone will be glad to help you if 
needed. Please contact Anne Benedix or Carol Gray for more information.   

 
We invite you to join us on Zoom, Wednesdays from 1:30 - 3:30 PM. 

 
The Zoom link will be provided weekly to Prayer Shawl Ministry members.  If you would like to 

attend, please email the Church Office at firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com for the link. 
 
 

 
 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 

Don’t Forget!! 

Sunday, November 1st   

 

 

Change your clocks 

Change your smoke detector batteries 

mailto:firstchurch.roberta@gmail.com
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Stories of the Cross 
 

A Source of Constant Companionship 
 
From Rev. Bill:  
 

I’ve carried the little, wooden cross in my left pocket almost every day since they first were made 
available at First Church Congregational. It serves as a reminder of my church family, and the faith that 
holds us together and sustains each of us. Especially during the pandemic, it has helped me to feel 
connected in a physical way in these days of virtual church life.  

 
Sometimes, as I rummage through my pocket to pull out my keys or my handkerchief, it falls to 

the floor with a soft, high pitched tone. The sound it makes as it bounces prods me to stoop down and 
pick it up, turning it over in my hand to wipe off the dirt before I slip it deep down to the bottom of my 
pocket for safe keeping.  

 
Most evenings, as I empty out my pockets before I hang my slacks in the closet, the cross gets 

placed on the dresser with my wallet, keys and the small bottle of hand sanitizer that moved into my 
pocket, joining the cross and my keys last March at the start of the pandemic.  

 
Sometimes the cross goes missing. When it does, I go searching. If it’s not in the pocket of a 

pair of slacks in the laundry basket, I check the slacks hanging in the closet. (I can attest, that the 
crosses weather well through multiple washings!) If I don’t find the cross in a pocket somewhere, I look 
under the seat of my car. More than once, I’ve moved on to the next cross before finding the lost cross, 
but the missing cross always shows up.  

 
I’ve passed along a number of the First Church pocket crosses, sharing them with someone I’ve 

met who I felt needed it. I usually say, “Here’s a pocket cross from my church. I carry it in my pocket 
to   remind me that God cares,” or even, “Someone in my church makes these pocket crosses. Feeling 
it in my pocket has helped me stay hopeful through a lot of hard times. I’d like to share it with you.” 
Without exception, the cross has always been accepted with heartfelt gratitude.  

 

 
 

These stories of the cross are documented from true experiences related to a mission of First Church 
Congregational. We invite you to make your own experience through the simple act of sharing part of our faith 
through the cross. If you find a moment where they have made an impact on yourself or others, we invite you to 
share it with us anonymously. Please contact Josh Ferry for more information. 
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The Chapel School 
 

We continue to provide a safe and healthy learning environment here at The 

Chapel School. 

 

We are two months in, and all is well.  Cleaning, sanitizing and disinfecting has just become 

part of the daily routine.  This along with opening the windows for fresh air and circulation will 

hopefully keep us all healthy throughout the winter months.   

 

We are working on building back up our enrollment.  We will have ads in Methuen and Salem 

Life for the next two months.  Our Facebook page is being liked by many of the same families 

that are still on our “wait and see” list.  Hopefully, that is a good sign that they are thinking of 

returning to Chapel.   

 

Parents have been following all the daily check in protocols.  Children have been wearing 

their masks and keeping socially distanced in the classrooms, all while still learning and having fun.  

Amazing! 

 

Enrollment is slowly increasing. Methuen Public has returned to a hybrid model so that may 

help us to boost our enrollment.  With the older siblings returning to school, the younger siblings 

are asking to as well.   

 

Our annual Orange and Black day to celebrate Halloween was a much needed treat for all 

of us.  The children wore festive shirts, pants, tutus, and a few silly headbands.  The challenge 

was finding those ever popular orange stuffed Oreo cookies.  They have become a Chapel tradition.  

Falling off the healthy track for one day was allowed. 

 

We are certainly living in a different world than we ever would have imagined.  But we are 

doing it and making it work.  I think the children have been the most adaptable with all the new 

protocols they have to follow.  As adults, we have to be the leaders and enforcers within our own 

families and here at the school.  That is no easy task.  We are always on guard and watchful to 

remain diligent in health and safety practices.  We tend to second guess everything as we all 

navigate what the federal government, the state, doctors, and many others advise us to do and 

not do.  Do we have all the answers?  I don’t think so, but we are trying to do the best we can 

with what we have.   

 

That is our motto in our Director’s group that I am a part of.  I am so grateful for this 

group which meets on Zoom once a month.  We bring up topics for discussion and problem solve 

solutions.  No topic is off limits.  This network of colleagues covers the entire northeast region 

of the state from the Rockport and Lynnfield area up to Methuen and Haverhill. We depend on 
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each other for guidance and moral support as we try to make our childcare centers a happy and 

healthy environment for the children. 

 

Continue to stay safe and help to be part of the solution.  

   
Cindy Mazella 

Director  
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Sewing Group 
 

This is the latest from the sewing group that was mailed to the Lakota Reservation in South 
Dakota.  While I have no specific knowledge, I have seen reports that SD, and the reservation in 
particular, has been hit hard by coronavirus.  In September, the surge was felt even more so then in 
the  Spring.  Sadly, the whole reservation is below the poverty line and there is no close hospital nearby. 
I believe the closest one is over an hour away. 

~ Carole Silva 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 
Take control of your money with Financial Peace University!  This nine-lesson virtual class uses 

biblical wisdom and common sense to help you tackle budgeting, pay off debt, and make your money 
work for you!  

You can sign up for this class and start your 14-day free trial of Financial Peace 
at fpu.com/1128088. Class starts Tuesday, January 12, 2021. Contact Scott Sanborn with any 
questions. 

http://fpu.com/1128088
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What’s the REACH Ministry? 

 

Do you know of someone facing surgery, recovering from surgery or 
living with a long-term illness?  Do you know someone who has recently lost 
their job or could use financial support?  Do you know someone who suffers 
from depression or is often down in the dumps around the holidays? 

 
Maybe this person is you? 
 

If so, we can help.  Our new REACH Ministry wants to make sure that members of our 
community have a place to turn for support in their time of need.  The term REACH stands for -- 
Reliable, Engaging, Able, Caring and Heartfelt support. 
 

Contact Judi Boyko or Pat King for more information. 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Need Financial Help? 
 

If you, or another member of First Church you know, is need of some temporary financial assistance, 
please contact Rev. Ingraham at pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com or 978-687-1240. 

 
Due to the generosity of Thomas Longworth, through his estate plan, 

there are some funds available for short term financial assistance of our members. 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
 

Would you like to make an electronic donation to the church? 
 

Use your smart phone or tablet by scanning this QR code! 
 

Or visit our website at www.firstchurchmethuen.com  
and click the “Ways to Donate” page. 

 
Thank you for your support. 

 

  

mailto:pastor.bill.ingraham@gmail.com
http://www.firstchurchmethuen.com/
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Rejoice and Come Home… 
 

Advent & Christmas 2020  

First Church Congregational 
Methuen, MA 

 

Sunday, November 29th: 
 10:00 AM – Worship – 1st Sunday of Advent ~ Communion Sunday  
 

Sunday, December 6th: 
10:00 AM – Worship – 2nd Sunday of Advent  

 

Sunday, December 13th: 
 10:00 AM – Worship – 3rd Sunday of Advent  

 

Sunday, December 20th: 
 10:00 AM – Worship – 4th Sunday of Advent  

 

Friday, December 24th: 
 7:00 PM – Christmas Eve Service 

   

Saturday, December 25th: 

Merry Christmas to All! 
 

 

 

 

All our worship services can be seen on Facebook Live 
(www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen) and our YouTube channel 
(www.youtube.com/channel/UCfLSjhXs9UG8yC89aB8evrA).   

 
The Worship services will also be available for viewing later, on 

either platform. 
 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMethuen
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfLSjhXs9UG8yC89aB8evrA
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

09 Irene Smith 
10  Christine Gatulis 
12 Dolores Dallon  
18 Richard Drummond 
25 Kacey Buck 
26 Amanda Gable, Peter Koop, Kathryn Oskar, Glenn Sprague 
27 Jamie Conner-Myers 
30 Lyn Kimball 

 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

    

01 Mary Simonian 
02 Nathaniel Hodgkins 
03 Emily Carter 
04 Michelle Wright 
06 Neil Bateson, Susan Kerr 
 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

11/8 Michael & Jennifer Borislow Married 33 years 
11/24 George & Caroline Rollins Married 34 years  
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First Church Congregational 
 United Church of Christ 
 26 Pleasant Street 
 Methuen, MA 01844-3199 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

 

 


